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Prime Min is ter  Just in
Trudeau greeting electric
bus factory w orkers  in
Quebec, March 4.

community spread of the virus, as seen in the
infection of two seniors at a care home in North
Vancouver [one died on March 8 evening]. Nei-
ther had travelled. The link is through a care
worker who also works in other locations. All
previous confirmed COVID-19 cases were a
result of people travelling back to BC or Canada
from a known area of spread (such as Canada,
Iran, South Korea or northern Italy).

Under the BC Emergency Health Act
the Provincial Health Officer has significant
powers for directing many aspects of the health
care system and the management and con-
tainment of people in communities.

For now, the repeated message is for
people who feel sick to stay home. For anyone
who is confirmed as having COVID-19 they are
being required to self-isolate at home for 14
days (or be treated in hospital if their condition
warrants). For the most part, COVID-19 is a
respiratory illness, hitting harder on people over
age 60 and anyone with respiratory and/or other
underlying health conditions such as heart dis-
ease, diabetes or immune system challenges.

Other than a dry cough and fever, the
ultimate challenge of the disease is pneumo-
nia-like consumption of cells in the lower lungs.
Therefore one of the support treatments for
COVID-19 oxygenation with a respirator. Dr.
Henry says BC has gathered up as many res-
pirators as they can find and Dix says more
supplies for the handling of COVID-19 by health
care workers are on the way with federal sup-
port.

There is presently no cure for COVID-
19 and no vaccine; the earliest a vaccine might
be ready is for the next flu season in fall 2020.

Findings from the Chinese epicentre of
this disease so far show that children and youth
up to age 19 show mild to no symptoms.

The COVID-19 virus is carried in large

International Women’s Day falls
on March 8 each year. This year’s
statements from the Prime Minister,
BC Premier, and BC Parliamentary

Secretary for Gender Equity are
meatier than in previous years.

PRIME MINISTER JUSTIN
TRUDEAU: “This year’s theme, Be-
cause Of You, honours those who have
paved the way. In particular, we cel-
ebrate Canadian women leaders who
challenge norms, lift up other women
and girls, and change our country for
the better.”
    BC PREMIER JOHN HORGAN:
“No one deserves to be held back by
their gender, their ethnicity or other
parts of their identity.  From day one,
our government has taken steps to
address discrimination. These include
major investments in affordable child
care, which will create more opportu-
nities for women to join the workforce
or advance their careers.”

International Women’s
Day recognized for
progress, and goals yet
to be achieved
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Premier John Horgan (MLA, Langford-Juan
de Fuca) and BC Parliamentary Secretary for
Gender Equity Mitzi Dean (MLA, Esquimalt-
Metchosin) at a 2019 literacy day event in

Colwood; all students were encouraged to
pursue any desired career goal.

Wash your hands, stay home if you’re sick
Daily BC news briefings with
updates on COVID-19

The BC Government and
Provincial Health Officer have
been slowly ramping up the
amount and frequency of detail
about the COVID-19 coronavirus
pandemic in their news media con-
ferences over the past few weeks.

On Friday, the news confer-
ence out of Vancouver was over two
hours long, starting with technical
detail, then announcements by the
Provincial Health Officer Dr Bonnie
Henry, Health Minister Adrian Dix,
and Premier John Horgan.

The Premier officially an-
nounced the BC’s Pandemic Pre-
paredness program. Clearly the
volume of information has been un-
der development for days, weeks,
months or even years (some of the
expertise in public health planning
going back to lessons learned and
strategies developed since SARS
in 2003 and H1N1 In 2009).

Starting Monday March 9,
BC’s COVID-19 briefings will be
held daily, usually from the Cabi-
net offices in Vancouver or the leg-
islative press gallery at the BC Leg-
islature in Victoria.

Media can dial in to the
teleconferences. As BC has al-
ready 32 confirmed cases (as of
March 9), media from across
Canada and in parts of the USA
are attending the teleconferences.

World Health Organization
(WHO) press conferences are held
almost daily, along with significant
volumes of information distributed
and posted online.

Health Minister Dix says the
daily briefings are to provide cur-
rent statistics on confirmed cases
and situational outbreaks, but also
to help prevent gaps in time where
false information or speculation
can creep in. He says the media
is doing a good job of informing the
public. WHO says media coverage
is a “critical role”.

“This is the time for accu-
rate reporting from official sources.
Your role in an outbreak is not sim-
ply to chase the story; it is to per-
form a public service. Your actions
are public health actions in every
respect. You play a significant part
in protecting the health and well-
being of your fellow citizens,” it was
stated about media by Dr Hans
Kluge, WHO Regional Director for
Europe on February 26.

Dr Bonnie Henry empha-
sized in a teleconference on Sat-
urday March 7 that there is now
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Provincial Health Officer Dr Bonnie Henry
addressed the  media  in  Vancouver  on
Saturday March 7: six new cases in BC,
one by community spread.

moist droplets that when propelled in coughs and
sneezes ‘fall’ after a distance of about 1 to 2
meters but can survive on various surfaces (skin,
clothing, and objects like furniture and
smartphones). That’s why frequent and thorough
handwashing is essential, as well as properly
covering any coughs or sneezes (into tissues
which are then disposed), and staying home if
feeling even the least bit under the weather.

On Saturday, Dix delivered one piece of
news that the tourism industry was dreading to
hear regarding cruise ship travel: “If you want my
advice, don’t go.” That was reaffirmed March 9
by the Public Health Agency of Canada.

 The tally of confirmed cases was 109,577
worldwide on March 9, surging now outside of
China in over 104 countries (see pg 2). WHO
commends China for containing the virus for as
long as possible before what is considered inevi-
table worldwide spread due to the global nature
of business and travel.

On March 7, Health Minister Adrian Dix
advised people to not go on cruises due to
high risk of COVID-19 exposure and spread. WSV

CRUISE SHIP INCUBATORS
On Saturday March 7,

Health Minister Adrian Dix ad-
v ised peop le  to  not  go on
cruises at this time (as did Dr
Teresa Tam of the Public Health
Agency of Canada on March 9),
as COVID-19 spread is likely
to occur in the contained envi-
ronment that provides a handy
incubator for the virus.

Amongst 2,500 passen-
gers and 1,000 crew in close
quarters on the Grand Prin-
cess, 237 were Canadian, and
21 of those tested positive for
COVID-19. The ship is now
docked off Oakland, California
where infected persons wi l l
d isembark f i rs t ;  Canadians
will be relocated to Trenton,
Ontario for 14-days quarantine.

WSV

by Mary P Brooke
West Shore Voice News

www.sd62.bc.ca

Here we GROW again!

Two new schools in West Langford

You’re Invited!     Thursday March 12
In the Belmont Secondary Theatre

3041 Langford Lake Rd
6 to 8 pm        Light refreshments

Announcing the new school names!
We welcome your input on

catchment boundaries.

Program starts at 6:30 pm

BC PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
for GENDER EQUITY, MITZI DEAN: “Today
thousands of BC women will start their day
happy, cared for by their families and full of
ambition. So many others will face oppres-
sion, discrimination, poverty and violence.”

by Mary P Brooke

For full statements, search ‘Women in
Society” at www.westshorevoicenews.com

WSV

On Friday March 6, the Premier,
PHO and Health Minister delivered

details about the Pandemic
Provincial Coordination Plan.

COURTESY EDITION - Phone or Text to 250-217-5821 to subscribe.
Subscribers get the PDF link by email. Info here:
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International Women’s Day:
still room to grow
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International Women’s Day brings to light how far
women have come, but how far we’ve yet to go. There is still
significant gender inequity embedded into our mainstream
culture which sets women back for both social and financial
opportunity; add that up lifelong and it’s a means to perpetu-
ate relative poverty for women in Canada.

On the bright side, in Canada we are fortunate to have
a federal government that supports the feminist agenda, and
in BC the premier and gender equity parliamentary secretary

M
P

B

E

Coronavirus Update

W
eb

2019-nCOV [COVID-19]
As of Monday March 9, 2020

Stats from BC Health and  World Health Organization (WHO)

COVID-19
2019-nCOV

Coronavirus

105-1910 Sooke Rd in Colwood
778-265-5577

COFFEE HOUSEPILGRIM
SERVING DRUMROASTER COFFEE

As of Sunday March 9, 2020 (1 am Pacific Time) there are 109,577 cases
of COVID-19 globally (that’s up from 87,137 on March 1). Outside China, there are
now 28,673 total confirmed cases in 104 countries. Of the total 3,809 COVID-19
deaths, 686 are outside China. In China where the virus first took hold after jumping
the species barrier from animal to human, there have now been 80,904 confirmed
cases and 3,123 deaths (a significant slowdown); we’re now into global spread. The
WHO risk assessment globally is Very High. There are 62 confirmed cases in Canada
with 32 of those in BC (and one death in BC) and 213 in the USA (11 deaths).

In BC there has now been one confirmed case in a seniors long-term
care home due to community spread (i.e. the disease appearing in someone who
themselves has not travelled), via a home care worker who also works at other loca-
tions where the virus could have been picked up. That was reported to media on
Saturday March 7 by Provincial Health Officer Dr Bonnie Henry who says people over
age 60 and those with underlying illnesses are of particular concern for her. In that
same news conference, BC Health Minister Adrian Dix advised people to not take
cruise trips during this COVID-19 outbreak; risks include getting the illness itself, or
being caught up in a quarantine far away from home (dealing with a health care or
government system that is different from BC/Canada and potential disarray to one’s
one life or household matters back at home).

Jurisdictions across Canada, and notably BC, are advising people to
not gather in small groups where there is close contact. People should be doing
what’s called ‘social distancing’ by maintaining a distance of 1 to 2 meters from
others, and to not shake hands, hug, or kiss as part of their greeting (instead, bump
elbows, wave, nod or bow). And the main message: “If you’re sick, stay home,” as
Dix repeats often in news conferences. The expectation that people will not go to
work or school of course has raised much discussion amongst business community
and a bit by government about how employers pay for that and how employees with
contract or retail-based employees do without pay for any number of days. As for
schools, they are directed by the Chief Medical Officer for their jurisdiction; it’s not
like deciding on ‘snow days’ where each school or district can decide for itself.

One saving grace is digital and wireless communications which speeds up
and spreads information quickly to multiple audiences. That includes from the World
Health Organization (WHO) to governments and public health officials around the
world, and for the media to their various publics. Of positive note, WHO and many
governments are relying on the news media to reach far, wide and deep with accurate
messaging (WHO’s almost-daily briefings are early-morning Pacific Time); in BC the
news conferences by Minister Dix and Dr Henry are daily starting March 9 (those
teleconferences are during the business day).

BC Center for Disease
Control:   www.bccdc.ca

by Mary P Brooke, B.Sc. ~ West Shore Voice News

I am pleased to say that as weekly news
media on the west shore since 2011 (Sooke to
2013, and west shore region after that) West Shore
Voice News has established a niche in the news
service industry that is relatively unique.

Riding the waves of the print-to-digital shift
and the business-battle for survival against ad rev-
enue loss to digital giants and your own Facebook
page or in-house marketing campaign has not been
easy. We are grateful for the long-time support of
subscribers, advertisers and contributors.

We follow professional journalism standards
(important things like fact-checking and using a
slightly modified Canadian Press Style for con-
sistency in the news industry) and maintain a fierce
adherence to the principles of Plain English (skillful
expression of complex thoughts with simplified
language) and Accessible Writing (meaning of the
words trumps any fancy stylistic contrivances).

By this bedrock we provide a launching pad
for essential news and for insightful analysis. Still
producing the news in print/PDF for the traditional
news format and also online as a data-driven daily
news portal at www.westshorevoicenews.com,
there is plenty of workload. The torrent of news is
endless; our job is to cull the most salient as-
pects of what makes a difference to your life and
livelihood on the west shore of Vancouver Island.

In the west shore and Greater Victoria area
you can get your mainstream 5-W’s type of jour-
nalism anywhere (CBC, CTV, Global; radio; daily
and community-based newspapers, etc.). But here
with West Shore Voice News you can count on
us to shake off the little things (and sometimes
bigger things) that otherwise hide the message,
with care to avoid poor impact on public persons.

Our goal is to support community growth
and allow for an insightful awareness of citizens
about the leadership that shapes their lives.
Elected politicians, leaders of community groups
and business organizations -- and the structures
they set up around them -- are tools that make a
difference to every one of us. Much of their
messaging is well-intended and well-done. The role
of attentive journalism is to present the informa-
tion with context -- not telling you what to think,
but to help equip you to frame your own decisions.

The fact that I have lived-experience of be-
ing a woman in business, a mother who raised a
family after divorce, and deep interaction with com-
munity governance, politics and school district
growth brings insights to these pages that are
somewhat unique. West Shore Voice News serves
readers first and foremost, and will continue
reemerging after bouts of bending under the grind

PilgrimCoffeeHouse

Open daily

are keen for improvements. Globally the Director-General of the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) this week repeated that women’s health is disadvantaged due to gen-
der bias. And this weekend watching the Real Time with Bill Maher political news
analysis show Brian Cox (a lead actor in HBO’s Succession) commenting on earlier
social conditions of ‘north Britain’ / Scotland, I was reminded of a comment closer to
home by Island Health Chief Medical Health Officer Richard Stanwick who said during
a public presentation in 2016 that women in Sooke die at a younger age than the BC
average. Both Cox and Stanwick starkly said it’s essentially due to small-c conserva-
tive male-dominant values in a capitalist system by which a disproportionate number
of men still get away with controlling the very fundamentals of women’s lives.

Providing quality affordable child care in BC is one of the most important con-
tributions that the NDP government under Premier John Horgan has provided to im-
prove the well-being of and socioeconomic opportunities for women (13,000 new spaces
funded since July 2018). When women are held back from full participation in the
workforce they are incrementally set back: the job promotion not won, the old boys
network party not invited to, possibly years out of the workforce or delayed post-
secondary education due to financial restrictions or to raise children, divorce that
propels women into a spiral of missed opportunities and income, and providing un-
paid home care for children and aging parents... over a lifetime that leaves many
senior women in precarious financial circumstances.

Let’s all mark March 8 on our calendars well ahead for next year, and be ready
with our anecdotes about women in our modern world. In health, education, financial
and job realms, and broader community leadership, there are moments of pride but
also pockets of peril for women who seek to do their best but meet with barriers
(intentional or systemic) that penalize women for being who they are. We bear chil-
dren! We nurture families and communities! We have the same wide range of talents
and skills as men when participating in education and career opportunities. And most
of the time, when in leadership, women bring a wider view of the human experience.
This is to be celebrated, not sidelined.

And -- somewhat in reverse -- labelling women by gender first is actually a
disservice to the whole person.  We don’t need to use the ‘F-word’ (feminism) if that
makes you squirm. Just look at talents, abilities, and contributions first, with gender
as an incidental, and have zero-tolerance for patriarchal claims to dominance (many
men and women still exercise internalized misogyny). With that framework in mind,
the old boys’ network which still prevails in business and society (and many other
things including disharmony in domestic relationships) will being to slip away.

Parkinson’s Disease. She will continue in
her current roles through to the next pro-
vincial election but will not run for elected
office again in 2021.

Her announcement was attended by
MLAs from across the aisle, government
staffers, press gallery media, and family. It
was an emotional moment for all, clearly
something that will sear a boundary in time,
as in before-Carole’s-news and after.

"You don't die from Parkinson's, you
die with Parkinson’s," said James at the
podium in the Legislative Library, with sev-
eral dozen people first awaiting, then
shocked and saddened.

James had just delivered Budget
2020 on February 18; she already knew
her diagnosis (as received in January). She
says she will still tour the province in the
coming weeks to sell the new budget.

of robust industry change.
On the business side of

things it’s relatively rare in Canada
that an independent news organiza-
tion is woman-owned. West Shore
Voice News celebrates International
Women’s Day by wearing that hat.

Our supporters are recog-
nized, with thanks. West Shore
Voice News recognizes the hard
work of everyone who contributes to
a robust and thoughtful west shore
community that can be a shining ex-
ample of opportunity and inclusivity
if and where it tries.

WSV

COVID-19

Leadership in the
media message

PUBLISHER’s NOTE

Finance Mini ster Carole
James drops  bombshell
news

At one time Carole James was the
BC-NDP leader. Under the premiership of
John Horgan she has been able to focus on
the all-important portfolio of putting the gov-
ernment’s money where its mouth is and
steering BC economy and society in new
directions, through now three full budgets.

Budget 2020 was a great in-depth
work of turning many screws (including
higher tax for people in the top 1% income
bracket) and bolting down several key ar-
eas of life-changing policy for virtually all
British Columbians that will roll out over
many years, including in child care, hous-
ing, health and education. WSV

Finance Minister
Carole James
on Budget Day
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On Thursday
March 5 at the BC Leg-
islature, Finance Minis-
ter & Deputy Minister
Carole James (MLA for
Victoria-Beacon Hill) sur-
prised most of her col-
leagues with an an-
nouncement that she
has been diagnosed with

West Shore Voice News
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Daily COVID-19 News Coverage:
www.westshorevoicenews.comCOVID-19
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Community News News updates any time:
www.WestShoreVoiceNews.com
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LANGFORD PROFILE

LANGFORD ON THE MOVE
TRAFFIC INFO

Traffic advisories
Scheduled roadworks
 www.langford.ca

Langford branding gets a facelift

Council signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOU) with representatives of the
Maritime Museum of BC. Then there was a launch-speech by Mayor Young and a
branding rollout by Manager of Business Development and Events Donnie Petrie.

Councillors in attendance were Denise Blackwell, Matt Sahlstrom, Norma
Stewart, Lillian Szpak, and Roger Wade. Councillor Lanny Seaton was away on a
long-planned trip overseas. Senior staff in attendance included Darren Kiedyk (who
also signed the MOU) and Director of Corporate Services Braden Hutchins, as
well as Cory Manton, Manager Parks and Recreation.

The new slogan for use wherever it can be applied is “Langford where it all
happens”. Along with all of that is more of an insider’s theme of “Get Sh#t Done”
which reflects the robust ‘can do’ momentum of just about everything that hap-
pens around the fast-growing municipality.

New Langford marketing slogan is presented on the
wall in the reception area at Langford city hall.

Traffic Advisory

   On Bear Mountain Parkway at Echo
Valley Drive there will be intermittent traffic
interruptions with single-lane traffic March
9 to 27 for roadside construction. WSV

WSV

West Shore Voice News

A highly motivational
little coffee mug, as

distributed to staff and
folks around the

Langford ‘get things
done’ community.

Several new branding
images and slogans

have been launched by
the City of Langford to

promote the various
sectors and goals of

economic growth for
this decade, including

sports, community
gatherings, outdoor

space on trails and in
nature, business,

innovation and social
life. Here are just three

of them. >>

With a lot of spin and
high-energy speeches, the
City of Langford unveiled their
new branding package to
about 150 key members of
the Langford business, sport-
ing and education communi-
ties on Tuesday evening Feb-
ruary 25. The party-style early
evening event at City Centre
Grille started with a formal
council meeting at which
Mayor Stew Young and

by Mary P Brooke
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Maritime Museum of BC,
conference centre,
planetarium,
performing arts centre

PACIFIC MARITIME CENTRE: Artist’s rendering

https://westshorevoicenews.com/maritime-museum-conference-centre-and-per-
forming-arts-theatre-underway-in-langford/

Amenities:
Maritime Museum exhibit area
Conference Centre: 40,000 sq ft
Theatre seating: 1,200
Planetarium
Price tag:
Pacific Maritime Centre $57 million
Performing Arts Theatre $30 million
Location: McCallum Road across
from CostCo and Staples

Opportunities for: museum growth
with more artifacts on display,
commercial space, entertainment,
education and events.
Funding Sources: fundraising,
tenant lease agreements, federal
government infrastructure programs.
Adjacent to: upcoming new SD62
high school.

Jordie Lunn Bike Park recognizes top rider

and dirt-biking trails around Vancouver Island with his family and friends, including
the downhill trails and dirt jump park at the Westin Bear Mountain Resort. He was
an ambassador for extreme mountain biking on the Island, helping to organize
events in the area that attracted professional riders from around the world.

In partnership with the City of Langford, the Wheelhouse Cycling Society,
and the Lunn Family, the naming of the space as “The Jordie Lunn Bike Park” is a
fitting tribute to honor his legacy. It will invite cycling enthusiasts of all ages to
experience the same joy that Jordie experienced riding his bike, while also bring-
ing a community together in the use, care, and stewardship of the Park. The park,
located near Irwin Road in Langford, will feature a host of cycling features: 2 km of
3m wide cyclocross / mountain trails; a pump track built by world class builder
Velosolutions; intermediate and expert level dirt jumps; a skills area, and a dedi-
cated clubhouse to host camps/clinics and provide other services. Onsite parking
and bike wash services will also be included.

The park will also serve to host future cycling events; from grass roots
competition to world class racing.    www.jordielunnbikepark.com

On February 25, the City of
Langford officially announced
the Jordie Lunn Bike Park.
Here is the background:

As a resident of the City
of Langford, Jordie was a larger
than life character who had a sig-
nificant impact on the global cy-
cling community. Lunn shared his
passion for the sport with kids
as a coach and with his
neighborhood, by building bike
parks and coaching camps/clin-
ics.

He built several mountain www.jordielunnbikepark.com

WSV

Providing comprehensive eye health
and optical services in the west shore

for over 25 years.

*denotes optometric corporation

#105-814 Goldstream Ave
in Langford

Open Monday to Saturday
including Wednesdays to 8 pm

www.langfordoptometrists.com

Dr. Joslin*,
Dr. Morin* &
Associates:
Doctors of
Optometry

Ask a Doctor
of Optometry

on Facebook

Phone: 250-474-4567

ONLINE
EDUCATION

REGISTRATION INFO & COURSE INFO:

www.westshorecentre.com

WestShore
Centre for Learning & Training

250.391.9002

FREE COURSES FOR
GRADUATED ADULTS

GRADUATION PROGRAMS
Names & designs for two new schools

SD62 public info session Thursday March 12...

... at Belmont Secondary, doors open 6 pm, presentation 6:30 pm

Constellation
Ave site being
levelled (Feb 24)

WSV

    Academies in SD62 (sports, dance,
equestrian, theatre, etc -- mostly out-of-
timetable) with 1,250 students (about 10%
of SD62 population), generated about
$985,000 in revenues in 2019-2020, it was

Academy revenues

reported by Academies Principal
Wayne Kelly at the SD62 Resource
Committee meeting on March 4. WSVW
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https://westshorevoicenews.com/events

Langford woman dies from gunshot March 6

District of Metchosin Council Meeting. Presenta-
tion by Dr O’Connor about COVID-19. 7pm.
www.metchosin.ca

SD62 Board Meeting.  Tues Mar 10. 7 pm.
www.sd62.bc.ca

New West Langford Schools information about de-
signs, names, catchment areas). Thurs Mar 12. Belmont
Secondary, 3041 Langford Lake Rd. 6:30 pm.
www.sd62.bc.ca

School Spring Break SD62.  Mar 14-29.
www.sd62.bc.ca

CRD Committee of the Whole.  Wed Mar 18. Final
2020 budget plan.  www.crd.bc.ca/budget

BC Ferries. Public Input on Coastal Ferries. To 4 pm
on Fri Mar 20.   https://engage.gov.bc.ca/coastalferries

WSV

Out of School Care for 2020/2021. Registration
starts Wed Apr 15. West Shore Parks & Recreation.
www.westshorerecreation.ca

Family Arts Fair. Sat Apr 18 9:30 am to 12 noon.
Family activities including music, dance, crafts and visual
arts. Interactive demos and workshops. In partnership with
Sooke Arts Council. Also garage sale. www.seaparc.ca

Earth Day. Wed Apr 22.
$2 Pro D Day Activities at SEAPARC. Mon Apr 27.

10 am to 12 pm bounce house &games, 1 to 3 pm swim.
www.seaparc.ca

Rugby Canada Womens Sevens. Sat May 2 & Sun
May 3 at Westhils Stadium. www.rugby.ca

Mother’s Day Paint-In. Hatley Castle Park, RRU,
Colwood. Sun May 10. 11 am to 4 pm.

Facial recogition software challenged by NDP West Shore
Voice News

There was a fatal shooting in Langford this weekend. A 40-year-old woman
was shot on Friday night March 6 around 9:30 pm and later succumbed to her
injuries. The incident occured outside a home in the 800-block of Arncote Road in
the Peatt Road area of central Langford.

The next day West Shore RCMP arrested what they have called a murder
suspect -- a 35-year-old man who had left the scene in a vehicle prior to police
arrival. The Vancouver Island Emergency Response team were mobilized to look
for the suspect, says West Shore RCMP Media Relations Officer Cst Nancy Saggar.

The victim (shown on social media as Angela Dalman) was a mother and a
resident of Langford.

Police believe this was an isolated crime and there is no risk to public
safety at this time.

Anyone with information about or who witnessed this incident may call the
VIIMCU information line at 250-380-6211. [West Shore RCMP File #2020-3879]

West Shore Voice News

According to the Clearview AI
website, their product has been de-
signed and independently verified to
comply with all US federal, state, and
local laws. According to Global News,
police agencies in Nova Scotia, Al-
berta, Ontario and the RCMP have
also admitted to its members using
the software.

The software scrapes billions
of images off both public and social
media websites. Similar software has
apparently been used at a large shop-
ping mall in Calgary.

LANGFORD
• Encouraging staff to regularly wipe down personal workspaces
• Encouraging Skype/remote meetings whenever possible
• Discouraging handshakes

VIEW ROYAL
No handshaking. Open doors with closed fist or hip. Wipe child
seats and grocery carts. WAsh hands with soap for 10-20 sec-
onds or use hand santizer when returning home from any activ-
ity where other people have been.

METCHOSIN
They have up to three Emergency Response Centre locations,
including one where a negative pressure room might be installed.
With a small population, all residents are connected and sen-
iors-at-risk are pre-identified.

COLWOOD
There is a full section on the Colwood website basically provid-
ing links and information from external sites such as Island Health,
BC Centre for Disease Control, and World Health Organization.
See https://www.colwood.ca/news-events/news/spotlight/prevent-
spread-illness

SOOKE
As of March 8, so far it appears there are no COVID-19 specifics
posted on the www.sooke.ca website.

More details: https://westshorevoicenews.com/langford-drives-
west-shore-concerns-about-covid-19-economic-impact/

New to Sooke?
Call: 250-642-2268

Open Monday to Saturday
www.SookeOptometrists.com

5-6726 West Coast Road, Sooke

Dr Chris Hewitt &
Dr Nicole Hewitt

NDP Ethics Critic Charlie Angus will hold a press con-
ference on Monday March 9 to call on the Minister of Public
Safety to “come clean” on the RCMP’s use of the Clearview AI
facial recognition software on everyday Canadians. “As the Lib-
erals refuse to impose a moratorium on the use of this software,
Canadians deserve to know the truth about the abuse of their
privacy by corporations,” said Angus in a bulletin on March 8.

The US manufacturer calls its product which collects
biometric data “technology to help solve the hardest crimes”.
They say it is a “new research tool used by law enforcement
agencies to identify perpetrators and victims of crimes”, saying
it is also useful for identifying the victims of crimes. It’s called a
tool for dealing with the rise in digital predators.

NDP
Ethics Critic

Charlie Angus

W
eb

WSV

www.MitziDean.ca

www.MitziDean.ca

E: sookeharbourelectric@shaw.ca

Serving Sooke
& the west shore

SEAPARC’s DeMamiel Creek 9-Hole 3 Par
Golf Course. Season starts in April, date tba.

https://www.crd.bc.ca/seaparc/facility-booking/
demamiel-creek-golf-course

Dealing with COVID-19 in the workplace

Coronavirus Alert

@jdfemerg
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-feature/
coronavirus-covid-19

Coronavirus is spread from an infected
person through droplets spread when a
person coughs or sneezes, close personal
contact such as touching or shaking hands,
touching an object or surface with the virus
on it, then touching your mouth, nose or
eyes before washing your hands.

Rugby Canada bronze
A two-day blast of rugby at BC Place Stadium

in Vancouver March 7-8 produced bronze for Canada
(beating South Africa in the semi-final), but losing to
Australia. The Rugby Canada strength on Saturday in
the 16-team tournament was shown in winning over
France 31-21, Fiji 26-21, and Wales 29-7 to finish on
top of Pool B.

The upcoming men's sevens tournaments in Lon-
don (May 23-24) and Paris (June30-July1) are sched-
uled to proceed, but events in Singapore and Hong Kong
have been postponed from April to October due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

Get ready
for spring
motoring.
Tires for
all types of
vehicles!
2079 Otter Point
Rd in Sooke
Open Mon-Sat
250.642.6665

www.dumonttire.com

Spring tires for
lawn mowers,

golf carts, ATVs

Blackberry tidyup

 Colwood Councillors
Michael  Baxter  and
Dean Jantzen digging
up a wayward black-
berry bush at  Per im-
eter Park on March 8,
as part of the Greater
Vic tor ia  Green Team
project to prepare for
nat ive  p lant ings  in
w armer  w eather.
About  20  volunteers
show ed up.  More
pics, including Coun-
c i l lor  Gordie  Logan
clearing brush, and a
pile of work gear:

https://westshorevoicenews.com/councillors-pitch-
i n - w i t h - b r u s h - c l e a r i n g - a t - p e r i m e t e r - p a r k - i n -
colwood/

WSV

Juan de Fuca Emergency Program

National Men’s Canada Soccer vs Trinidad & Tobago. Fri
Mar 27 at Westhills Stadium, Langford. Tickets $20. Second game
on March 31 . www.canadasoccer.com

Bear Mountain Bike Festival. March 28 & 29.
www.bearmountainbikefest.com

Earth Hour. Sat Mar 28. 8:30 to 9:30 pm. www.earthhour.org
Create Your Canada. Suggest legislation ideas to Alistair

MacGregor, MP. Deadline Tues Mar 31. Open to students in
Cowichan-Malahat-Langford in Grades 11 &12.
https://alistairmacgregor.ndp.ca/news/create-your-canada-contest

Lobsterfest 2020 fundraiser. Sat Apr 4 at Langford Legion.
www.westshorerotary.org

Easter Long Weekend. Good Friday Apr 10 through Easter
Monday Apr 13.

Pacific FC home game 2020 season opener vs Edmonton
FC. Sat Apr 11 at Westhills Stadium. https://canpl.ca/schedule

Municipalities in the west shore
are taking measures to address COVID-19
concerns in workplaces and community:
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