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It was smiles all around for Colwood Mayor Rob Martin and his coun-
cil on Tuesday September 24 as they were awarded a Community Excellence
Award by the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) at the organization’s 2019 con-
vention at the Vancouver Convention Centre.

“We are honoured that this work has been recognized by the UBCM with a
Community Excellence Award for Asset Management,” said Mayor Martin.“Over
the next 20 years many communities will be hit with considerable costs to replace
or renew aging roads, pipes, drainage systems and other infrastructure.”

“Colwood’s forward-thinking Colwood Sustainable Infrastructure Replace-
ment Plan sets aside funding each year to ensure infrastructure costs are not
passed on to future generations,” Martin said. Colwood financial director Christopher
Paine received commendation for this a few months ago at a council meeting.

The award recognizes projects and programs that demonstrate a compre-
hensive system of asset management policies and practices that meet and/or
exceed accepted best practices. Colwood’s Sustainable Infrastructure Replace-
ment Plan was selected from six applications as the winner in that category.

“It also means that Colwood taxpayers can rest assured that their city’s
assets will be maintained for generations to come, thanks to responsible planning
by City staff and Council,” it was stated on the City’s website.

Asset management is about setting aside funds for expected maintenance
and replacement. Responsible management of assets like roads, parks, natural
assets, sewer and drainage systems, buildings and vehicles is one of local gov-
ernment’s primary responsibilities. The City of Colwood owns about $350 million
worth of infrastructure; it costs about $5 million annually to keep the infrastructure

Community Excellence Award for Asset Management was received by City
of Colwood at the UBCM convention in Vancouver on September 24, 2019
(from left): Colwood Councillors Michael Baxter, Dean Jantzen, Gordie Lo-
gan; Mayor Rob Martin; Councillors Doug Kobayashi, Stewart Parkinson; Al
Richmond, Vice-Chair, Municipal Finance Authority of BC; Councillor Cynthia
Day; Colwood CAO Robert Earl; UBCM incoming President Maja Tait.

by Mary P Brooke
West Shore Voice News

Colwood wins UBCM infrastructure
excellence award

WSV

Putting provincial government offices where the workers live is the
baseline premise of Langford Mayor Stew Young’s idea that now over 25 years later
is unfolding into something big. It means less commuter traffic -- which is good for
families having more time together and less carbon emissions into the environ-

U
B

C
M

West Shore Voice News
by Mary P Brooke

Thanks to the Internet -- and 25+
years of politicking -- Langford to
get BC government offices
PROVINCIAL SCOPE FOR LANGFORD

City of Colwood Councillors (from
le f t ) :  Dean Jantzen,  Michael
Baxter, and Gordie Logan at UBCM.
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in good working order and provide the serv-
ices citizens expect.

Over the next 20 years communities
across Canada will face considerable costs
to replace or renew assets. In the absence
of sound asset management practices,
many communities will face a significant
funding gap that will rest on the shoulders –
and in the wallets – of future generations.

Colwood’s Sustainable Infrastructure
Replacement Plan sets aside an appropriate
budget each year to ensure funding is in place
to avoid sharp, sudden tax increases due to
unanticipated infrastructure breakdown. The
plan creates stable and predictable tax rates,
avoids added debt servicing costs, benefits
from investment returns, and supports resil-
ience to change.

https:/ /westshorevoicenews.com/
colwood-w ins-ubcm-communi ty -
excellence-award/
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Langford Mayor
Stew Young

Premier
John Horgan
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Premier John Horgan has re-
vealed that a pilot project to be launched
in spring 2020 will see government work-
ers who live in the west shore and some-
times already telecommute from home
using secure office space in Langford
set up with Internet connections to se-
cure government servers.

the pressure off the commute into town,” the Premier said in a CTV news interview.
“It was in my first speech 28 years ago,” said Langford Mayor Stew Young.

“It’s the smartest thing to do. Everybody talks about it. Why would you put govern-
ment offices where the people don’t live?”

Young suggests that about half of the provincial government workers who
work downtown live in the west shore. But with much of today’s business done
over the Internet, the time has finally come to “put the offices where the people
are”. He has asked the Premier for an assessment of where the government work-
ers in at least five ministries commute from.

Mayor Young has told West Shore Voice News that a new 11,000 sq ft
property will be developed in the Westhills area of Langford as a future government
office space. (More to come on that.)

“Workers are living in the community. To work in Langford they will save
about one-and-a-half hours of commuting and not have to pay for dowtnown park-
ing (about $200 to $300 per month),” says Young. “Commuting is not conducive to
families and community, and it’s not good for the environment. It’s a time loss to
family and we have to pay attention to climate action. In Langford the housing is
affordable and so is the office space,” he said this weekend.

“Today it’s a natural option to telecommute,” said Young. He was told by
government decades ago that it was important for government Ministries to be able
to have documents delivered quickly from office to office by courier within the
Victoria core area. “That was before the Internet,” he says.

 “We have a traffic problem and no solution in sight,” says Langford’s mayor,
referring to the backlog of vehicle traffic on Highway 1 that is presently additionally
challenged by construction zones into 2020 at the McKenzie Interchange and
from Leigh Road to the West Shore Parkway.

The BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure is working on their
South Island Regional Transportation Plan (announced by Minister Claire Trevena
in January 2019), the delivery date for which keeps being pushed further into
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the future as many consultations and planning gets done to consider options for
the movement of passenger vehicles, buses, trains, bicycles and pedestrians.

Components of the province’s transportation strategy could include use of
the E&N rail corridor (Victoria to Courtenay) for paved transit space by buses or
back to the use of trains has been dragging its heels for years, mired in organiza-
tional politics. A west shore passenger ferry from the Colwood seashore to Victoria
harbour areas is possibly in the mix, something the City of Colwood is pushing for
at their Royal Bay oceanfront area, but that could still take time.

Premier Horgan barely mentioned his Langford home turf in his closing re-
marks at the Union of BC Municipalities convention in Vancouver on September
27. But now Langford gets this plum that altogether makes for happier residents,
less frustrated commuters, a stronger commercial tax base, a positive contribu-
tion to reducing carbon emissions into the atmosphere, and some political capital
for ultimately helping BC keep their office overhead down.

Congested morning commuter traffic from the west shore,
heading southbound toward Victoria [Sept 12].

ment. Office space will be cheaper for government to build or
lease in the west shore compared to operating its present
cluster of aging offices in downtown Victoria. Langford’s com-
mercial tax revenues will go up, which is certainly a plus.

“That’s going to relieve pressure on our transportation
infrastructure,” said Horgan. “And if it’s successful, if a lot of
government employees take up offer to work in Langford,
then we’re going to see more purpose-built buildings to take
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How young to start voting?
@VancIslandVOICE

FEDERAL ELECTION NEWS

tions Canada website at www.elections.ca, where you can seach by postal code.
In Langford, one of the larger Langford-area voting stations will be at Eagle

Ridge Community Centre, 1089 Langford Parkway.
You can vote by mail if you apply online no later than 3 pm Pacific Time on

Tuesday October 15, or in person at a local Elections Canada office no later than 6
pm local time on Tuesday October 15. Find the form at www.elections.ca

You can also vote by ‘special ballot’ anytime now up to 6 pm on Tuesday
October 15 at any Elections Canada office in Canada. It’s recommended that you
know in advance how to spell your candidate choice correctly, as you may have to
write it in manually. In Langford there’s an office at 2401 Millstream Road, Unit C105.
For Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke the office is at Gateway Village, 100-771 Vernon Ave,
Saanich. Elections Canada offices are open *daily*:

Monday to Friday: 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday: 9 am to 6 pm | Sunday: noon to 4 pm
Check for Elections Canada office locations at www.elections.ca

The federal General Election date is Monday October 21. Polls will be
open 7 am to 7 pm Pacific Time on that day.

www.westshorevoicenews.com

Federal Election Watch 2019
West Shore Voice News

Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
Cowichan-Malahat-Langford

Federal advance voting coming up Thanksgiving weekend: October 11 to 14

CANDIDATES:
To place ads on our

website or in the
Oct 11th Thanksgiving

print/PDF edition
please write to:

advertising@westshorevoicenews.com

does not have the full appreciation of consequence that comes with greater age (in-
clude age 15 in that, for any teen eager to vote right away at 16).  Would you make
any of the same choices now that you made when you were 16 or 17? We’ve all been
there. Full disclosure, I am the mother of four amazing grown children.

If we ‘believe science’ about climate change, why not believe the science (MRIs
and other tests) that show the human brain does not reach full maturity until age 25?
(There could be an entire essay about mixing the word ‘belief’ with ‘science’ but we’ll
leave that for another day.)

In this editorial space we have also addressed the consideration that in BC the
law allows teens age 16+ to authorize medical personnel to withhold medical informa-
tion from parents. There have probably been many instances of harm due to this
misguided ‘Infants Act’ in BC -- the Eurchuk case in Oak Bay last year being a high-
profile one. The Infants Act states that children under 19 years of age may consent to
a medical treatment on their own as long as the health care provider is sure that the
treatment is in the child’s best interest, and that the child understands the risks and
benefits of the treatment. Again, likely not an appreciation of full consequence.

Back to the voting. Arguably, most of the youngest voters would lean left. This
is not a commentary on whether ‘right or left’ is better in politics, only that bringing in
a strong contingent of voters age 16 and 17 would tip the vote much differently

by Mary P Brooke, Editor, West Shore Voice News
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Even though the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM)
voted in favour of it at their annual convention in September
doesn’t mean that attentive adults -- even the politically eager
ones -- don’t see a problem with pushing for voting at age 16.
Currently in BC and in Canada the voting age is 18, as it is for
most other adult realms of authority.

Any parent will tell you that even the brightest, most
well-informed and well-intentioned teen who is age 16 or 17
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than the system does now. If proportional represen-
tation were in fact the voting mechanism in BC, it’s
less likely the push for voting-at-16 would have been
so strong at UBCM (the motion came from the City
of Victoria).

Most observers of the political process would
likely agree that voting young creates a voter for life.
The civic process deserves full participation, but grab-
bing for nubile teenage minds is not a suitable way
to achieve that. Preferably, politicians need to do a
better job of convincing adults why it’s important to
vote, using effective discourse to gain the respect
of the populace throughout the election cycle (not
just at election time).

Range of
viewpoints during

the federal election

In this day and age of ‘everyone a publisher’ (Facebook, social media, newsletters), just
a reminder that the role of a professional local news service is to present the fullest possible range
of views during an election. Ads from candidates and articles about various aspects of their cam-
paigns do not endorse any one particular candidate or party; our goal is to inform the citizenry as
broadly as possible, including insights set apart from promotional content. Throughout the 40-day

election phase (September 11 to October 21), West Shore Voice News aims to bring you the highlights or any significant news or shifts of
the campaigns as affect readers particularly in two ridings in the west shore: Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (which includes these areas not
in the riding name: Duncan, Highlands and parts of Juan de Fuca from Jordan River to Port Renfrew) and Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke (which
includes these areas not in the riding name: View Royal, Colwood, Metchosin, and Juan de Fuca up to Jordan River). In our October 18
weekend edition our editorial space may present observations on the campaigns, if any stand-out points call out to be highlighted.
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Advance Voting for the federal elec-
tion is available for four days straight over
the Thanksgiving long weekend (9 am to 9
pm local time): Friday October 11, Saturday
October 12, Sunday October 13, and Monday
October 14.

Your Voter Information Card (that you have
probably already now received by postal mail)
shows the location of advance voting in your area.

Check for any variation in times as well
as available locations for your riding on the Elec-

Voter Information Cards have
been postal mailed to regis-
tered voters.

E
le

ct
io

ns
 C

an
ad

a

Publisher’s Note: ELECTIONS CANADA HAS NOT
PLACED ANY PAID ADVERTISEMENTS in this
community newspaper. VOTING INFO PROVIDED
AS A CIVIC SERVICE by West Shore Voice News.

Names on ballot: west shore
Spectrum of
opportunities
to hear ESS
candidates

tending to produce a robust contest for two-term
incumbent Randall Garrison (NDP).

Most of the events as hosted by third-party
groups have a topic focus. In Otter Point (Sept 29)
the issues were primarily rural, in Metchosin (Oct
3) it was all about dealing with climate change,
and in Colwood (Oct 5) it was about health care.

Two debates so far have adhered to some-
what traditional formats with an array of topics, both
hosted by private colleges: Brentwood (Sept 14)
with Cowichan-Malahat-Langford candidates, and
Pearson (Sept 18); expected to have an equally
academic approach is the upcoming All Candidates
meeting at Brookes Westshore (mid-day Oct 16).

Further events are listed on most candidate
websites and www.westshorevoicenews/events

For this 2019 federal
election, there have been
quite a few All Candidates
meetings, debates and com-
munity meeting events in
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
(ESS)...  far more than in the
2011 and 2015 elections, indi-
cating the importance of the
riding on many levels, and WSV
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Candidates in Cowichan-Malahat-
Langford (as of October 4, 2019):
Rhonda Chen, People’s Party
Alana DeLong, Conservative
Lydia Hwitsum, Green
Alistair MacGregor, NDP (incumbent)
Robin Morton Stanbridge, Christian Heritage

Candidates in Esquimalt-Saanich-
Sooke (as of October 4, 2019):
Randall Garrison, NDP (incumbent)
Fidelia Godron, Independent
Jeremy Gustafson, People’s Party
Jamie Hammond, Liberal
Louis Lesosky, independent
David Merner, Green
Philip Ney, independent
Randall Pewarchuk, Conservative
Josh Steffler, Libertarian
Tyson Strandlund, Communist



West Shore

Voice News

Election News News updates any time:
www.WestShoreVoiceNews.comWEST SHORE | SOOKE
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A long debate evening with yet another variation-on-format, the All
Candidates Meeting on the Environment on October 3 at Metchosin Community
Hall was an opportunity for about 230 people to hear Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
(ESS) candidates go through many aspects of the environmental-protection theme.

There was a range of topics including climate change and reducing carbon
emissions; water supply and its protection; wilderness conservation and species
protection (including fish); and pollution and toxic substances. Blasting through
all that made an impression about the inaurguable importance of environmental
issues, but a superficial chaotic approach diminished the usefulness of content.

Hosted by Jackie Larkin of ‘100 Debates’, there was a detailed list of yes/
no questions for each candidate to answer in rapid-fire style (too fast to be thoughtful
in the moment), and then a long stretch mid-way into the 2.5-hour meeting for
non-major-party candidates to give detailed random thoughts (losing some of the
audience who literally walked out). The event was a heavy dose on one topic, and
a long ride for a patient audience to then ask questions toward the end.

Seven of the 10 ESS candidates took part. Seated on stage (from left): Jamie
Hammond, Liberal; Randall Garrison, NDP (incumbent); David Merner, Green; Josh
Steffler, Libertarian; Tyson Strandlund, Communist; Louis Lesosky, independent;
Philip Ney, independent. Not attending: Fidelia Godron, Independent; Jeremy
Gustafson, People’s Party; and Randall Pewarchuk, Conservative.

Environmental issues are very important, but this organization’s debate
made a show of it, as if to presume that the audience required entertainment.

Here are some highlights:
Randall Garrison (NDP), incumbent:  Repeated a campaign-long theme

that inequality of consumption and opportunity is tied to issues of climate change.
He reinforced that a necessary transition of jobs must take place for both the
benefit of the environment and reliable income for workers. Plastics are threaten-
ing an end to civilization; companies should be required to take back all packag-
ing and recycle it. Thanks to NDP-generated legislation by Garrison and team in
the House of Commons, there will be no new captures of whales in Canada. This
climate crisis “requires us to act together”. Climate justice and social justice go
hand in hand. He says he has always been against fracking and BC Hydro’s Site
C project. NDP aims for 30% of land, fresh water and salt water to be protected by
2030 in partnership with first nations.

Jamie Hammond (Liberal):  There needs to be a change in the way the
protection of oceans and fresh water is legislated. Climate change and environ-
mental issues are complex, requiring a government that is committed to the nec-
essary changes. Bold action and goal-setting are required to achieve the desired
carbon emissions goals to reach net zero emissions by 2050, requiring continu-
ally changing the minds of people who don’t buy in. Everything needs to move
forward in an environmentally-sustainable way, including putting pressure on com-
panies to do the right thing. He would like to see Alberta get off coal-fired electri-
cal generation. He said the Trans Mountain Pipeline purchase was “a step back-
ward to move us forward”, in that current jobs and the Alberta economy depend on
the current pipeline and the proposed expansion.

David Merner (Green):  Methane is one of the worst contributors to glo-
bal warming; fracking uses methane and the Greens are against fracking for the
extraction of natural gas. Taking small incremental steps to dealing with climate
change is not the right approach: “Small steps will not get us where we need to go
in time.” The Greens’ 20-point plan called “Mission Possible” has ambitious tar-
gets -- not easy, but possible. All electricity should be produced by renewable
processes by 2030. “The federal taxation power is the broadest of all” (for achiev-
ing desired goals as required). Canada’s three oceans/shorelines and immense
fresh water supply need to be better protected in law. Controlling ocean acidifica-
tion and warming is critically important to our future. There should be a ban

Debate on environment was a long slog

WSV Colwood Corners

YOUR HEALTH

Open daily      250-478-3244
#6 - 310 Goldstream Ave

www.houseofnutritionbc.com

Unduly creative format, tons of topics jammed into ESS all candidates de-
bate on the environment on Thursday Oct 3 at Metchosin Community Hall.

Over 2.5 hours in Metchosin with candidates on environmental issues
EDITORIAL INSIGHTS by Mary P Brooke ~ West Shore Voice News

on fresh water exports, said Merner,
adding that the US has been “eyeing
Canada’s fresh water for a long time”.

‘100 Debates’ is a “national non-par-
tisan initiative to organize inclusive en-
vironment-focused candidates de-
bates in communities across
Canada”. Their events with non-prof-
its, schools, individuals, citizens’
groups and businesses on Oct 3 were
held in 100 ridings.

FEDERAL ELECTION

Candidate Closeup in
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke:
Conservative: Dr Randall Pewarchuk

by Mary P Brooke, Editor
West Shore Voice News
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Dr Randall Pewarchuk
Conservative Candidate

Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke

Randall Garrison to host Nathan
Cullen in Sooke, October 8

Nathan Cullen will be visiting in Sooke in support
of Randall Garrison’s NDP campaign for re-election in
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke. That’s on Tuesday October 8 at
3:30 pm at The Stick in the Mud Coffee House in Sooke.

As the former MP for Skeena-Bulkley Valley, Cullen
has been a firm advocate for the environment, electoral reform
and indigenous reconciliation. Nathan is visiting the riding of
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke to discuss the federal election
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Randall Garrison
NDP incumbent

Esquimalt-Saanich-
Sooke at the Oct 3

environment debate in
Metchosinwith Garrison and members of the public who drop by.

The two MPs have worked together on many issues in Parliament. Most re-
cently they worked across party lines in the House of Commons to end the captivity
of whales and dolphins in Canada (something that drew considerable applause for
Garrison at the All Candidates meeting on the environment at Metchosin Community
Hall last week).WSV

West Shore
Voice News

>> Livestream of Oct 3 event:
ht tps : / /www.facebook .com/
j a n e t . g r a y. 7 1 2 1 6 / v i d e o s /
10162240369165521/

For someone who has never done politics,
Conservative candidate Dr Randall Pewarchuk (Esquimalt-
Saanich-Sooke) has been providing steady, thoughtful
answers at All Candidates meetings these past few
weeks. He occasionally slips into the party lines about
tax cuts that would help everyone ‘get ahead’. He new at
delivering spin but that seems to allow him to explain
fiscal responsibility and sustainability and responsibility
to community in fresh ways that still mesh with the Con-
servative overall thrust.

Pewarchuk held his own in the formal but frac-
tured debate held at Pearson College (Sept 18) and had
time to give some fuller thoughts during the all candi-
dates meeting in Otter Point (Sept 29). He will be partici-
pating in the Brookes Westshore private school debate
in Colwood (Oct 16) but declined participation in the envi-
ronment debate in Metchosin (Oct 3) and has a schedul-
ing conflict (some sign waving and door knocking) that
will keep him away from the upcoming ‘general issues’
debate in Sooke (Oct 11).

Pewarchuk says only the Conservatives adequately
pay attention to rural issues. For matters of addressing
climate change, he says Conservatives believe in the use
of technology, not taxation, for addressing pollution in a
pragmatic, balanced, and fiscally responsible way in all
areas including domestic, industrial and global. “If we don’t
do it that way we’re going to have an economic catastro-
phe before we have an environmental catastrophe,” he
said in Otter Point Sept 29. He added that Canadian in-
dustries should be supported to reduce GHG emissions
through technology and sell it to the world and they will
be charged only a 5% tax so they can put more money

into tech innovation and re-
duce the world carbon foot-
print.

It’s no-go on carbon
taxes with Conservatives.
Carbon taxes are just
passed onto the cost of the
product and nothing is
done about it, says
Pewarchuck. We’ll have
tax credits would be pro-
vided with proof of reduc-
ing their GHG footprint.

The Pewarchuck
campaign office is within
Coastal Offices at 328
Wale Road, suite 162.WSV

To address concerns surrounding the recent by-election, an audit has been
conducted of the voting books used for all voting opportunities offered in the 2019
Sooke By-Election, it was announced by the District of Sooke on Monday October 7.
The by-election general voting date was Saturday September 28, with advance voting
held September 18 and 25.

“The audit included a line-by-line comparison of voters receiving a ballot for
general voting, advance voting, mail-in ballots, new registrations and non-resident
voting to demonstrate that no voter received more than one ballot,” it was stated by
Chief Election Officer Carolyn Mushata.

Each voter signs a declaration that they are eligible to vote and that they have
not already voted in the election before receiving their ballot. Mushata says it is the
voter’s responsibility to comply with the legislation.

Sooke has followed up with
local by-election audit

https://westshorevoicenews.com/by-election-audit-done-by-district-of-sooke/

OCTOBER 7
BREAKING NEWS
See more online.

WSV

Alistair MacGregor joined by Crowder & Cullen
Alistair MacGregor NDP incumbent (Cowichan-

Malahat-Langford) was joined for door knocking in Duncan
on October 7 by former island MP Jean Crowder and former
interior BC MP Nathan Cullen.

“In this election, we need to vote wisely. We need
voters to know what the parties stand for and what’s in their
platforms,” said Cullen. “Alistair and I have spent a long
time fighting to protect our coast and make life better here
in BC. I know he shows up, listens, and brings local voices
to Ottawa. We need to vote to send him back to continue
this work.”

Voters are hearing from MacGregor’s team: “Jagmeet
Singh is currently leading in the polls as ‘preferred Prime
Minister’ for young voters ages of 18-29, the largest voting
block in this election.”

“Here in Cowichan-Malahat-Langford re-electing
Alistair, is the best way of ensuring we continue to have a
strong voice for our coast, and the only way we prevent
sending one of Andrew Scheer’s Conservatives to Ottawa
from this riding,” said Cullen on the campaign trail.

Alistair MacGregor
NDP incumbent Cowichan-

Malahat-Langford at the
Sept 14 debate at

Brentwood College
WSV
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All Candidates Debate Esquimalt-Saanich-
Sooke Wed Oct 16. At Brookes Westshore, 1939
Sooke Rd, Colwood. 10:30 to 11:45 am. Open to
questions from students and community. Park on
Colwood Cres.  https://westshore.brookes.org

Great BC Shakeout. Practice your earth-
quake preparedness skills at 10:17 am. Thurs Oct
17.  www.shakeoutbc.ca

Pacific FC vs Valour FC. Sat Oct 19 at
Westhills Stadium. Last home game of the 2019
season. www.pacificfc.ca

Pet Halloween Costume Parade. Sun Oct
20. 1 to 4 pm. WAVES pet hospital, 947 Langford
Parkway. Prizes, BBQ, tours. www.wavesvet.com

Federal Election General Voting Day. Mon
Oct 21. 7 am to 7 pm. Confirm local voting loca-
tions and times at: www.elections.ca

Blood Donor Clinic. Sooke Elementary
School, 6560 Sooke Rd. Mon Oct 21. 12 to 6 pm.
www.blood.ca

SD62 Public Board Meeting. Tues Oct 22.
7 pm. www.sd62.bc.ca

Non-Instructional Day in SD62. Fri Oct 25.
www.sd62.bc.ca

WSV

WSV

https://westshorevoicenews.com/events/
BC Legislature Resumes. Mon Oct 7. 10 am. Fall

session to Nov 28.  www.leg.bc.ca
Federal Election Debate (English). Mon Oct 7. TV . 4

pm PT. Replay: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VRliFlrvfA
City of Langford Regular Council Meeting. Mon Oct

7. 5:30 pm. www.langford.ca
Chat with Randall Garrison, NDP incumbent,

Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke. Tues Oct 8. 3:30 pm at The Stick
in Sooke.

Awareness Film Night. 25th season. Wed Oct 9.
'Push': Unaffordability of housing & owning a local busi-
ness. 7  pm. EMCS, 6218 Sooke Rd. By donation.
www.awarenessfilmnight.ca

Advance Voting for the Federal Election: Oct 11, 12,
13, 14. 9 am to 9 pm. Take along your Voting Info Card.
Dates, times and locations for your riding: www.elections.ca

All Candidates Meeting for Esquimalt-Saanich-
Sooke. Fri Oct 11. 7 pm.  Hosted by Sooke Region Cham-
ber of Commerce at Edward Milne Community School, 6218
Sooke Rd. www.sookeregionchamber.com

Thanksgiving Long Weekend. Sat Oct 12, Sun Oct
13, & Mon Oct 14.

Pilgrim Coffee House open Sat Oct 12 & Sun Oct 13,
closed on Thanksgiving Mon Oct 14. 1910 Sooke Rd in
Colwood.  778-265-5577

Traffic advisories
Scheduled roadworks
 www.langford.ca

LANGFORD ON THE MOVE

TRAFFIC INFO
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This year’s 20 Tour de Rock riders -- doing their full cycle of the island
between September 21 and October 4 -- were in the West Shore on Wednesday
October 2 (riding 78 km that day). They visited several SD62 schools -- Willway
Elementary, Belmont Secondary, John Stubbs, Happy Valley Elementary, Saseenos
Elementary -- and whizzed past EMCS. The West Shore evening gala was held at
the Union Club in Victoria (in previous years that was at Bear Mountain).

This year Tour de Rock raised $1,136,396.65 for the Cops for Cancer pro-
gram that since 1998 has now contributed more than $26 million for pediatric
cancer research and support programs.  www.tourderock.ca
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To include your Fall Season event write to:
marketingedge@westshorevoicenews.com

Wet roads,
less visibility.
Get your
vehicle
ready for
Fall weather!
2079 Otter Point
Rd in Sooke
Open Mon-Sat
250.642.6665

www.dumonttire.com

Drop by or
call for

appointment.

Tour de Rock raises $26+ million in 22 years
<< The 2019
team of 20 Tour
de Rock riders
stopped for
lunch at Belmont
Secondary
School in
Langford on the
third-last day of
their 14-day 1,000
km ride down
the length of
Vancouver Island.

West Shore Voice News

Juan de Fuca Emergency Program

www.prepareyourself.ca

10:17 am
on Thurs
Oct 17

  To register for
#ShakeOutBC go to

www.shakeoutbc.ca/
register/

On Thursday Oct 17
practice your skills to
#DropCoverandHoldOn

@jdfemerg

Thanksgiving Skate. Mon Oct 14 at SEAPARC in
Sooke. 1 to 2:30 pm. $2 admission with donation for Sooke
Food Bank (cash or non-perishable food). www.seaparc.ca

City of Colwood Regular Council Meeting. Tues
Oct 15. 7 pm. www.colwood.ca

District of Sooke Regular Council Meeting. Tues
Oct 15. 7 pm. www.sooke.ca

SD62 school bus
transportation profile
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A bus transportation update at the start of this
2019-2020 academic year was heard by Sooke School
District 62 (SD62) trustees at the board meeting Sep-
tember 24. SD62 Chair Ravi Parmar said there has been
a smooth transition as the new transportation manager
Tracey Syrota (a former bus driver with a background in
safe driving programs and safe routes for kids) has come
on board.

There are 29 regular bus routes this year, to serve
an expanding demand in the west shore and Sooke, in-
cluding four routes for accessible buses, 33 drivers, and
eight extra drivers.

SD62 Secretary-Treasurer Harold Cull says there
are 4,300 registered riders out of the total enrolment of
about 11,200 students, which is about 38%. Some fami-
lies register their children for the buses but not all stu-
dents use the bus on a daily or regular basis, he ex-
plained. This is due, in part, to the no-fee ‘all inclusive’
bus service provided in SD62 since 2017 when the SD62
board accepted the BC government’s offer of a bus fund-
ing fee to help school districts do away with per-rider fees.
However, the funding level has not increased during

Public Education West Shore | SD62

www.westshorecentre.com Distributed Learning
Storefront Classroom
Langford Campus
101-814 Goldstream Ave

Email: westshore@sd62.bc.ca
Tel: 250-391-9002

WSV

by Mary P Brooke
West Shore Voice News
SD62 coverage since 2014

Now that fall weather is
here including wet roads and poor
driving visibility, it’s a good time to
get your vehicle checked out for safety
heading toward winter.

At Dumont Tirecraft & Auto
Center in Sooke they can check out
a range of things for you including
belts and hoses, fluid levels, tires, oil,
heating, brakes, wheel alignment,
exhaust system, windshield wipers,
and floor mats.

When it comes to tires -- in-
cluding MICHELIN®, Cooper, and
Toyo -- they have a lot of coupons:
www.dumonttire.com/Coupons

Fall checkup for your vehicle at Dumont Tire

Tire selection includes both consumer and commercial, as well as for farm,
OTR and industrial. Custom wheels also available.

Dumont Tire is a full service, automotive repair and maintenance shop that
has served the Sooke area with many years of consistent and friendly service.
Even if people move away from Sooke they still come back!  The Dumont shop is
located at 2079 Otter Point Road with a full suite of automotive services, including
custom wheels, new tires, auto repair, and insurance inspections.

The waiting area includes free coffee and Wi-Fi. Courtesy cars available.
They’re open Monday to Friday 8 am to 5:30 pm and Saturdays 9 am to 4 pm;
closed on long weekends. Phone 250-642-6665 to schedule an appointment.

BC Green Party Leader Andrew Weaver
not seeking reelection in 2021

BC Green Party Leader Andrew Weaver (MLA
for Oak Bay - Gordon Head) has announced that he will not
be seeking re-election in 2021. Among his reasons are that
youth should now lead the way with climate change and
that it was never his intention to be a career politician (he
entered the fray to make a difference regarding climate
change, and feels he has now done that for BC).

Weaver joined the BC Green Party in October 2012
as their deputy leader and candidate for the Oak Bay-Gordon
Head riding. He was elected in the 2013 provincial election
as the first Green Party MLA in British Columbia's history.

“It is my every intention to ensure the stability of the
government remains until the scheduled fall 2021 election,”
said Weaver on October 7 during a media teleconference.

The BC Green Party’s next convention comes up
June 26-28 in Nanaimo. Details about the leadership con-
test will be released in the coming weeks and months.

BC Green Party
Andrew Weaver

West Shore
Voice News

https://westshorevoicenews.com/bc-green-leader-andrew-weaver-not-seeking-reelection-in-2021/

OCTOBER 7
BREAKING NEWS
See more online.
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at a proportional
representation rally in
Oct 2018 in Victoria

www.pacificfc.ca

5-6726 West
Coast Road

New Name, Same Great Service!
Formerly Dr Morin & Dr Joslin & Associates

www.SookeOptometrists.com

250.642.4311

the last few years of SD62’s rapid growth
in student enrolment. The expected in-
crease of nearly 400 additional students this
year required planning over six months ago
for the addition of another bus route with
overhead of driver, bus and maintenance. Safe
routes include more centralized drop-off and
pick-up areas this year, said Cull.

Trustee Margot Swinburnson said
that safe routes to schools and to bus stops
mean attention being paid to pedestrian and
cycling routes. Swinburnson says some of
the routes in Sooke have no sidewalks.

The issue of whether school buses

should have seatbelts con-
tinues to be discussed at
Resource Committee. It
was mentioned that in
SD68 (Nanaimo-
Ladysmith) that seat belts
have been added to buses
for field trips.

Next board meet-
ing: Oct 22, 7 pm.

SD62 school buses transport
students to/from schools in
Langford, Colwood & Sooke.
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