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Grizzlies saved

The fastest-growing community in BC
will be getting two new schools, it was an-
nounced by BC Minister of Education Rob
Fleming on Monday, December 18 in Langford.

The Sooke School District (SD62) which
serves the families of Langford, Colwood,
Sooke, Highlands, Metchosin and Juan de Fuca
will receive $23.3 million toward the purchase
of 6.5 hectares (16 acres) of land from within
the Westhills development.

The site for a middle school and elemen-
tary school at the corner of West Shore Parkway
and Constellation Avenue will tie together a
string of educational and recreational facilities
in the area, already nearby to Belmont Sec-
ondary: a public library, music conservatory,
arena, bowling alley and sports stadium. Ball
fields will be developed as part of the overall
project, says Langford Mayor Stew Young, add-
ing there will be cooperative use of  the fields
by students during the day and by the commu-
nity in non-school hours.

In this his last year of his education ca-
reer, SD62 Superintendent Jim Cambridge was
pleased to host the announcement in the com-
mons area at Belmont Secondary, the largest
school in SD62 and located in Westhills.

A main impetus for gearing up for new
schools is to reduce the number of portables
currently in use in the  overloaded SD62. There
are presently 13 portables at Dunsmuir Middle

SD62 gets $23.3
million to buy land
for schools

INSIGHTS FOR WEEKEND READING

CHRISTMAS 2017 ISSUE

Heavy wet snow at higher elevations such as the Malahat and Bear Mountain
caused havoc on Tuesday, December 19 especially during the morning com-
mute. Above: snow in Westhills Tuesday morning.

by Mary P Brooke
West Shore Voice

The BC NDP government
has banned all grizzly bear hunt-
ing across the province, effective
immediately (Dec 18). “No meat
hunt. No loopholes,” said Environ-
ment Minister George Heyman.

The traditional cultural prac-
tice of a limited hunt by some First
Nations will be respected.

The ban lines up with the val-
ues of British Columbians, said Doug
Donaldson, Minister of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resources Opera-
tions and Rural Development.
Heyman said BC will promote "the
healthy grizzly bear v iewing
economy" so people can view the
large bears in their natural habitat.

On behalf of the BC Greens:
“We couldn’t be more thrilled,” said
Adam Olsen, MLA (Saanich North
and the Islands). He added that pro-
tecting the species includes consid-
eration of habitat and food supply –
especially with climate change fur-
ther threatening essential salmon
and huckleberry stocks – conflicts
with humans, roadkill rates, or
poaching incidents.

Some protest of the grizzly
bear hunting ban was heard in the
BC interior where several busi-
nesses promote and depend upon
trophy hunting.

BC Education Minister Rob Fleming
announced $23.3 million for a land
purchase in Westhills, for SD62 to
build two new schools.

EVERGREEN
Shopping Centre

Season’s Greetings!

Wishing SD62 families
a wonderful holiday
& Happy New Year!

Decorated tree in front of City of Langford
municipal hall this holiday season.
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Snow day ahead
of Christmas

WSV

Heavy wet snow that fell overnight
Monday at higher elevations into the morn-
ing of Tuesday, December 19 produced a
‘snow day’ for students on the west shore
and a busy road-clearing day for road main-
tenance crews of Mainroad South Island
and municipalities.

In Langford the engineering team
had traffic issues to deal with when power
outages caused traffic light systems to go
down. Generators will brought online but
some of them faded out, leaving motorists
to remember and practice their 4-way skills.

At one point over 50,000 BC Hydro
customers were without power during the
day after trees and heavy snow downed
wires. About 3,000 of those customers
were in Langford/Highlands/Colwood.

A tree that fell across Sooke Road
(Hwy 14) pulled down a hydro line prevent-
ing some Sooke commuters from getting
to work in main city areas.

West Shore
Voice News

WSV

Christmas 2017
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School in Colwood and
seven at Spencer Mid-
dle School in Langford.
“We hope to eliminate
those in a few short
years,” said Cambridge.
     Since the availability
of new education fund-
ing this year, about
3,700 teachers have
been hired to help sup-
port about 5,000 more
students in the commu-
nity. “We’ve been
poaching teachers to
come teach in BC,” said
Cambridge. He spoke highly of the SD62
board being “unique in BC for putting chil-
dren and learning spaces first”.

Proactive for community growth and
development, Mayor Young says “everybody
is now taking notice of Langford”. People are
excited to be in Langford “because we’re ac-
tually providing what is needed by our com-
munity,” said Young.

SD62 Chair Ravi Parmar addressed
the 80 or more people present, thanking the

Province for “supporting our vision
and capital plan” with funding for
the land. “When this government
gets money they spend it”.

Building a new middle
school will be SD62’s first priority,
followed by an elementary school
to address the shortage of K-5
spaces from the influx of young
families to the west shore. About
1,800 more students are expected
to arrive in the SD62 area in the
next five years.

There for the announcement
were SD62 trustees and staff;
Langford Council and senior staff;
Westhills leadership; Education
Ministry staff; Belmont principal
Ray Miller; STA president Ian
Johnson; CUPE reps; parent as-
sociation reps; members of the
business community; and stu-
dents in study mode upon whom
this little event came as a surprise!

Sharing the limelight
(from left): SD62 Supt Jim Cambridge;
City of Langford Mayor Stew Young;
SD62 Chair Ravi Parmar; BC Minister

of Education Rob Fleming.
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Sparkly city lightsSparkly city lights

Net neutrality lost

WSV

    This week in the USA, new regu-
lations now allow Internet Service
Providers to favour and enhance the
performance of some websites and
online services over others. This will
tip online success to the big play-
ers globally; the web has no borders.

250.642.8000
www.seaparc.ca

$2 Holiday
Public Skates
11 :15 am t o 1 pm

Xmas Eve
Sun
Dec 24
New Year’s Eve
Sun
Dec 31

SEAPARC
Leisure

Complex
Sooke

Info on
additional

public skates:

WSV

W
es

t S
ho

re
 V

oi
ce

 N
ew

s

WSV

ONLINE COURTESY EDITION

West Shore
Voice News

Courtesy
online
edition

West Shore
Voice News

Courtesy
online
edition

West Shore
Voice News

Courtesy
online
edition

West Shore
Voice News

Courtesy
online
edition

West Shore
Voice News

Courtesy
online
edition

West Shore Voice News

Courtesy online edition



West Shore
Voice News

West Shore
Voice News

West Shore
Voice News

West Shore
Voice News

West Shore Voice News

Courtesy online edition

West Shore Voice News

Courtesy online edition

Page 2 of 6  :::  Breaking news at: www.westshorevoicenews.com

Published by Brookeline Publishing
House Inc., Langford, BC, Canada
National Library Registration:
WSV ISSN 2368-9374 | SVN ISSN 1925-2722
Mailing: 2969 Alouette Dr, Victoria, BC
V9B 0M6  Tel & Text: 250-217-5821
Email:letters@westshorevoicenews.com
advertising@westshorevoicenews.com
news@westshorevoicenews.com
subscriptions@sookevoicenews.com
www.westshorevoicenews.com
Twitter: various (see top of page 1)
Facebook: WestShoreVoiceNews
 & SookeVoiceNews
Publisher: Brookeline Publishing House
Inc. Editor, Writer, Layout, Ad Sales,
Online Content: Mary P. Brooke, B.Sc.,
Cert PR.  Publishing Support Special-
ist: Jennifer Brooke. Contributors
this week:  Matthew Baldwin, Trina
Cruikshank, Karen George, Gayle Ire-
land. Distribution: PDF/web, print,
Twitter, Facebook. IT Support: Les
Oberg. Printing: Brookeline Publishing
House Inc. Courtesy copies: In coffee
shops; reception areas in businesses, libraries, rec
centres, & community. Online PDF & break-
ing news (website & Facebook):
~ 64,000 page exposures per week thru social
media & by subscribers.

West Shore Voice News

How far will you go? Reality check in the digital age.
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Eggnog Latte       Turtle Mocha
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Strawberry White Chocolate
Shortbread Cookie
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your business

www.telus.com/westshore
www.telus.com/sooke

WSV

As part of addressing homelessness, the BC government is investing
$291 million to build 2,000 modular housing units for people who are homeless.
Over $170 million will be spent over three years for 24/7 staffing and support serv-
ices. Self-contained units will have personal kitchens and washrooms.

The Province says it will be working with local governments and community
partners to develop a homelessness action plan to reduce homelessness through
permanent housing and services. As announced back in September, that will in-
clude a tally of the number of people considered homeless.

More than 1,000 modular units are now confirmed in communities through-
out BC. The modular units are intended to provide urgent housing and support
services. Administered through a non-profit housing partner, services will help resi-
dents stabilize and rebuild their lives.

WestShoreVoiceNews

 Apparently you can order something online from Ama-
zon and have it shipped to you door, and right inside your house if
you want. If you want? It made national news this week that some-
one hacked the delivery-into-your-home system. Really, you’re kid-
ding -- people didn’t think that digital thugs weren’t licking their
chops to get their hands on this one? Once a delivery was digitally
confirmed, stuff would be promptly stolen off the parcel recipient’s
front step or even from inside their home by blocking the cameras.

Shakin’ my head here. How far will people trust the new tech-
nology? There is virtually no privacy left for anyone anymore. Much

Extra Vancouver-Victoria sailings
during the holiday season.

Xmas Eve 6:30am-5pm
Open Christmas Day 9am-3pm

Boxing Day 6:30am-5pm

A train on its inaugural journey from
Seattle to Portland derailed on Monday, Dec
18 at 7:33 am at a curve at high speed near
DuPont, Washington, careening off a bridge
to a highway below. Three people were killed,
and dozens injured. The train was traveling
80 mph (130 kph) in a 30-mph (48 kph) zone,

At least 36 people remained hospital-
ized Wednesday, 17 of those in serious con-
dition. There were 78 passengers on the train,
five crew members and a technician, accord-
ing to the train company Amtrak.

Reportedly the Positive Train Control
(PTC) GPS system that slows or stops a train
if a dangerous situation is detected was not
yet operational. The Washington State Dept
of Transportation said the required sensors
along the rail bed were not scheduled to be
in place until sometime in 2018.

cerns about effluent from fish processing operations and finfish aquaculture prac-
tices have been raised, and the government is taking action," said George Heyman,
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy in a new release Dec 20.

A comprehensive set of measures will apply to the finfish aquaculture and
fish processing industry along the coast. “We will work with industry, First Na-
tions and local communities,” said Heyman.

There are about 35 waste discharge authorizations issued under the Envi-
ronmental Management Act for fish processing plants in BC. Fish processing
plant permits are site-specific and depend on a number of factors, including the
volumes and types of effluent produced and the receiving environment into which
the discharge is released.

Modular housing to address homelessness
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Train on inaugural run
careens off the rails West Shore

Voice News

New Year’s Eve 6:30am-5pm
Open New Year’s Day 6:30am-5pm

Open right up to Dec 23
Closed Dec 24 to 27 for Xmas

www.stonepipegrillsooke.com

Pasta,
Curries,
Burgers
& More

Specializing in
Chinese food too!

The
Stone

Pipe Grill

2038 Otter Point Rd (at Sooke Rd)
250-642-0566

Season’s Greetings!

105-1910
Sooke Rd

Colwood

Pilgrim
Coffee
House

on
Facebook

COFFEE  HOUSE

778-
265-
5577

PILGRIM

Try our
holiday
season

beverages!
Serving
Drumroaster
Coffee

Wishing everyone a
wonderful Christmas and an

amazing year in 2018!
Open Sunday Dec 24 to 3 pm

Closed Christmas & Boxing Day

of the younger generation doesn’t even really understand what privacy means,
they’ve never known it: cameras in most public places for safety and security,
multi-layered digital ID cards, and voluntary release of scads of personal details
onto Facebook and other social media. So it’s easy to see how parcels inside the
door ‘to alleviate your worry about theft’ could naturally arrive in the ‘ok zone’.

At Christmas we reach for the stars in our minds and for the beauty in our
hearts. And so it should be. But it’s always been common sense, planning for the
inevitable, and tough critical thinking that has saved people in the end.

By all means dream big, you must. Make real the visions of your mind and
desires of your soul. It’s what we’re here for. But while expanding your horizons,
remember the basics of human nature, including the dark side. And don’t be sur-
prised if you get fooled because you sought convenience or a short cut.

• Various sizes
• Print & Online

West shore businesses & organizations!
Last chance to book a holiday season ad
for the December 29 Year End issue of
West Shore Voice News.
Deadline 5 pm Wed Dec 27

Call 250-217-5821 or email
  advertising@westshorevoicenews.com

Sat Dec 23 is expected to be the most popular pre-Christmas travel day.
Dec 26-28 is expected to have the highest traffic volume after Christmas, with
Dec 27 expected to be the busiest travel day of the overall holiday season.

On Dec 23, 26 & 27 there will be 6am sailings (Tsawwassen-Swartz Bay).
Midnight sailings on the 24 nautical mile route are available Dec 23, 26-27 leavng
Tsawwassen (Vancouver) and Dec 23 & 27 leaving Swartz Bay (Victoria).

First Christmas
at Green Man
Bikes

Opening up
Green Man Bikes this
summer was a big un-
dertaking for owner Eric
Bushell. But the little
shop where he and his
team repair and sell new
and used bikes is going
strong. Big this holiday
season has been the
demand for tuneups and
repairs. And kids bikes
are popular!

Green Man Bikes at 3202A Happy Valley Road (at the corner
of Sooke Road) in Langford is dressed up with holiday
lights and bows. Open right up to and including Sunday,
Christmas Eve.

West Shore Voice
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BC Ferries: holiday
season sailings

BC Ferries has been pro-
moting their holiday season addi-
tional sailings, and reportedly sev-
eral are ful l . Added to the
Tsawwassen-Swartz Bay route
(busiest of the 25 routes) are 130
additional sailings Dec 21-Jan 2.
Also 46 additional sailings between
Horseshoe Bay and Departure Bay.

WSV

WSV

Strengthened requirements
for f ish processing and f inf ish
aquaculture operations will be brought
in by the BC government to help pro-
tect the environment and wild salmon
health. "Serious and widespread con-

Protecting wild salmon
from industry operations

WSV

Boxing Day derby
    A fishing derby on Boxing Day,
Tues Dec 26, costs $40/rod. After a
$3,000 1st prize, proceeds help sup-
port the Sooke Salmon Enhancement
Society. www.sookesaltwaterseries.ca WSV

West Shore
Voice News

Mountain-top skating
The Bear Mountain ice skating rink

in Langford with a breathtaking view of moun-
tain and valley is now open daily 10 am to
8pm, to mid-January. This is the rink’s third
year after a four-year break. The rink is flooded
using a refrigeration system that freezes the
water which is added to the rink each day.
$5 youth to age 18, $10 age 19+,
$25 family (3 or more people).
www.bearmountain.ca WSV
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Public Education

by Mary P Brooke, West Shore Voice News

A road well travelled: EMCS Principal Pat
Swinburnson reaches retirement in Sooke

For most people who
have met Patrick Swinburnson
in the Sooke School District 62
(SD62) system, you know there
is something different about
this educator. Principal at
Edward Milne Community
School (EMCS) for the past six
years and before that 30 years
teaching in BC, it’s only be-
cause the work-world calendar
says his time is up on Decem-
ber 22 that he’s leaving. This
week chatting in Pat’s office it’s
clear he’s really going to miss
the place.

And that place is of
course the entire school -- the
people within the four walls
each day and those beyond
who contribute to the success
of EMCS.

The energy of this in-
sightful, casual but push-hard-
to-the-goal principal is gently
now forever in this school. The
walls will sing his tune. Pat
Swinburnson’s career-long phi-
losophy is that students -- all
people -- learn better when they
feel safe in their environment
and are positively engaged in a
working relationship. This al-
lows people to flourish at who
they are and perhaps find out
what it is they do best.

Swinburnson always
knew he wanted to teach.
Fresh out of university with his
education degree, it was 1981
and in a high-interest economy
jobs were tough to find. He
landed a post at a federal school
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in the small northern community of Klemtu, BC.
“When I graduated there were very few  jobs so
we all had to travel far and wide to find employ-
ment,” he said this week. And he never looked
back.

With SD62 he worked at three middle
schools (Journey, Spencer, and Dunsmuir)
ahead of arriving at EMCS in Sooke. The mid-
dle-to-older-teen age group easily engages with
Swinburnson. He meets them intellectually and
spiritually on a level playing field. And indeed,
the playing field of team sports was one of his
points of engagement where he could help stu-
dents find their passion.

Swinburnson gives his all while holding
steadfast to his principles. Being a high school
principal has been the best spot to activate the
best in others.

“I have loved the opportunity to have my
own school and to try to make a difference. As
principal, you can set the direction and tone of
a school, and if you do it well and set off on the
right path, lots of good things can happen,” he
told West Shore Voice News this week.

“It’s never enough to simply do the job of
being a principal. You have to have a vision
about where you would like the school to go. It
has been pursuing that vision that has been
the most rewarding for me,” Pat Swinburnson
said.

What do you think others will remem-
ber you for? “I’m not sure for what or how I will
be remembered, but I would like to be remem-
bered as a guy who genuinely cared about our
youth and believed in them. I have said my whole
career that before you can teach anyone any-
thing in the public system, you have to take
the time to build a relationship. Once you do,
the conduit is open and learning can happen.”

Swinburnson also kept a close eye for
positive growth of the Edward Milne Commu-
nity School Society (EMCSS) which delivers
other programs to youth and the community
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Just a few days to go:  EMCS Principal Pat Swinburnson this week in his office at
the high school in Sooke where he has now completed his 36-year career.

Influence. As Pat himself has influenced many in the school system and
the community, it seems appropriate to ask who may have influenced his career
choices and/or philosophy of education. And in his reply is some evidence of that
‘thing that is different’ about Mr Swinburnson:

“I think the students themselves have helped shape my philosophy of edu-
cation. It has been a bit of on-the-job training and continues to be. But if you keep
an open mind, pay attention, and learn from your mistakes, you should be able to
figure it out. There are so many amazing people in education, and I like to think I
have learned as much as I could from all of them,” he said.

Something else that has stood out about Swinburnson’s leadership is his
unspoken impatience with uncalled-for complication of the system if it gets in the
way of the advancement of students and their learning environment. A few years
ago he made a brief pitch to District of Sooke council about some funding for a
mural in the school gym. Respectful of the council but equally respectful of the
school he was advocating for, it was no-nonsense.

Swinburnson added to that philosophy in previous discussions over the
years. He proposes that once elected, the job at hand for local officials between
elections is to serve the community rather than do political posturing to particular
interest groups or supporters.

Getting down to the job at hand has been very much Swinburnson’s
style. Ever with the watchful eye, he would guide each treasured project to com-
pletion. Some messages bore repeating. Parents who attended his information
nights at the start of the school year would hear the ‘feel safe and welcome in
school’ message, as the bedrock foundation for receiving youth each day at EMCS.

To young grads who embark into this complex mid-21st-century world,
Swinburnson offers: “I would say to our young people as they graduate and enter
the next phase of their lives that they need to find the time to volunteer and help
our their communities and the less fortunate. As hard as it is to build a life for
yourself and your family, it is so much more rewarding if you can also help others
along the way.”

In the education system over the decades Swinburnson has seen many
changes. What does he see as areas of improvement for public education in BC?
“If we are going to keep up with this rapidly changing world, we need to continually
keep investing in our kids and in our schools. It’s not enough to just pay the
wages and keep the lights on. We need new opportunities and new equipment to
keep our students engaged and prepared for a complex world,” he says from
experience. At EMCS a few years ago some funding was made available for new
shop equipment which opened up new career opportunities for youth in wood-
working, welding and machine work.

Those who have lived in Sooke for any length of time know that it’s a
place with unique confluxes of energy, passion and commitment. It was exciting
news at the time that Pat Swinburnson applied to be the next principal and got
the job. “My time at EMCS has been the highlight of my career. The staff here is
so talented and so dedicated, it has been an honour to work with them.”

“The greatest thing about this school though, is our kids. Sooke kids
are the best. They’re bright, talented, respectful and genuine. That’s a tribute both
to our parents and to the beautiful natural environment that we live in,” said Pat.

He sees the broad picture, remembers the little details, and culls out the
best in people. After that time of rebalancing, it won’t surprise anyone that Pat
Swinburnson will be back out in the community making some sort of meaningful
contribution. The flavour of that could be seen in Swinburnson being hand-picked
by Premier John Horgan to place a wreath on behalf of the Premier and his office
at the 2017 Remembrance Day ceremony in Sooke. A light touch with big impact.

Many who retire already have some active plans to jump right into... such
as a new contract or second/third career. But it speaks again of the pensive,
powerful insights of Pat Swinburnson that he will take time to reflect and rebalance.
That deliberate rebalancing is necessary at all indicates the degree to which he
has committed his all to the students, teachers, parents and community in his
sphere. No doubt by all measure this is a job well done.

At his school in January 2017, EMCS Principal Pat Swinburnson hosted the Lieutenant
Governor for her kickoff of her Canada 150 year tour to every school in BC. (From left):
SD62 Chair Bob Phillips, SD62 Superintendent Jim Cambridge, T’Sou-ke Elder Shirley
Alphonse, BC Lieutenant Governor Judith Guichon, Principal Pat Swinburnson, T’Sou-
ke Elder Linda Bristol, and District of Sooke Mayor Maja Tait.

WSV

EMCS
Wolverine

Mascot

and manages the school theatre and many non-academic programs
and events.

Swinburnson seems eager for the easier pace that retire-
ment from the daily grind will offer. “My first goal in retirement will
be to try to seek some balance in my life. All of us who work for a
living know how many things get set aside because we don’t have
time. I want to slow things down and make time.”  And the list is
ready: reading for pleasure, exercise, good food, family, and travel.
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Randall Garrison’s
seasonal open house

Quality Foods: popular in the west shore

Goldstream Food Bank: processing the
Christmas Hampers
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Randall Garrison, MP is en-
joying being back in his constituency
for the holiday break. He eagerly en-
gaged with constituents of Esquimalt-
Saanich-Sooke at his holiday season
open house on Monday, December 18.
The constituency office at 2904
Tillicum Road was packed with sea-
sonal good wishes and animated po-
litical chat... there’s still a leftover buzz
that BC now has an NDP government.

When the House is sitting, Gar-
rison flies back and forth to Ottawa
each week, returning to his Royal Bay
home in Colwood each Thursday
evening, so he can spend time in his
constituency on Fridays and week-
ends. MPs go back to Ottawa ahead
of the next session that starts Jan 29.

In the NDP caucus, Garrison is the
Critic for National Defence and the Critic
for LGBTQ2+ Issues.

The constituency office is now
closed for the holidays, reopening Jan 2.

Randall Garrison chatting with a constituent
at his holiday season open house Dec 18.

West Shore Voice News

<< This was the
stockpile of non-
perishables after
10,000 Tonight
donations were
delivered to the
food bank last
week. Sorting
had yet to begin.

<< While hamper recipients are
waiting in line to pick up their
pre-packed hampers, they are
welcome to choose a few items
from these carts near the main
door. Hampers are categorized
by size as A, B, C, and D (individual,
2-person, 3-person, and family of
4 or more). Each hamper contains
non-perishables, fresh produce,
eggs, additional condiments and
snacks, and a voucher for turkey or
other entree. About 650 to 700
hampers were issued this week
(Dec 18  to 22), with firefighters
and other volunteers helping take
hampers to people’s vehicles.

<< Nothing is
wasted. Food
items that are
past their expiry
date are sorted
into separate
cartons and
delivered to
farms for
pigs to eat.

WSV

     Many people
have donated to
food banks over
the years. Here’s
what happens to
put together the
Christmas Bureau
hampers at
Goldstream Food
Bank in Langford.
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Quality Foods on Langford Parkway
near Westhills in Langford has a fresh cut fruit
and veggie section in their bright store. All
preparations are done in-store.

Store manager Damon Dubetz has been
at the Langford store for about seven months.
He says that their deli is popular including the
party platters, as well as the $5 breakfast in
their restaurant from 8 to 11 am.

The bakery offers custom-made cakes
and there’s been special baking for Christmas.

The Langford store is one of 10 full-serv-
ice Quality Foods stores on Vancouver Island.
Quality Foods offers online shopping and
home delivery. WSV
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New curb, more parking, at busy little Langford mall
A busy little strip mall

at 2806 Jacklin Road got a
parking lot face lift a few weeks
ago. Sacrificed was one of
three driveway entry points,
with the infill of a new section
of curb that creates more
parking and eases traffic flow.

The high-profile location
in central Langford near the
corner of Goldstream and
Jacklin is home to Dad's
Homemade Soups & Sangy's,
L.A. Hairazors Beauty Salon,
Langford Supplements Store,
All Battery, Prices Lock & WSV

Mitzi Dean’s two
open houses

Safe, Pacific Rim Interiors, and the constituency
office of Premier John Horgan (MLA for Langford-
Juan de Fuca).

 W
es

t 
S

ho
re

 V
oi

ce
 N

ew
s

Driveway filled in with new curb at 2806 Jacklin Road.

<< Store manager Damon Dubetz checking
stock at the fresh fruit display.
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As part of getting set-
tled in as a new MLA, Mitzi
Dean (Esquimalt-Metchosin)
hosted two casual get-
togethers at her constituency
office at 104-1497 Admirals
Rd. The official office opening
was in mid-November, with the
holiday season open house
held in early December. WSVAttractive backlit signage at Mitzi Dean’s office.
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Long-service awards were given to two City of
Langford planning department employees at the munici-
pality’s December 4 Council meeting.

Director of Planning and Subdivision Matthew
Baldwin and Planning Assistant Trina Cruikshank were
recognized by Langford Mayor Stew Young as he pre-
sented them framed certificates and photos.

Matthew Baldwin says: “It is difficult to encap-
sulate 20 years into a few brief thoughts. I do recall, and
I often tell people that when I visited Langford for my job
interview that I had to admit that I really didn’t know that
Langford was a municipality separate from Victoria, or
that there were actually 13 separate municipalities in the
Capital Region. I had a coffee with a friend of mine on the
morning of my job interview, and asked him what he
thought I might need to know about Langford. He told me
not to worry too much, because Council had just ap-
proved a rezoning application for Costco and that every-
thing would change.”

“Since then, I have been involved with the Develop-
ment Permit for Costco, and development applications
for Home Depot, Wal-Mart, Superstore, Canadian Tire,
the Brick, Lowe’s to name just some of the bigger stores.
I have also been pleased to have been involved in the
Westhills Development, Bear Mountain, South Skirt
Mountain and Belmont Market since their inception. As

Long-time planning staff  recognized by Langford

Matthew Baldwin was
recognized for over 20 years
service with the City of
Langford.

West Shore Voice News
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Trina Cruikshank was
recognized for over 20
years service with the City
of Langford.
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Goldstream Food Bank president Gayle Ireland and her
hard-working team do all this for the west shore community!

a golfer, helping Bear Mountain to develop has been particularly satisfying.”
“Behind the scenes, we kept ourselves busy by implementing a new zon-

ing bylaw and Downtown Revitalization Plan for Langford as well as developing a
new Official Community Plan for Langford that was developed in conjunction with
the City of Colwood. We’ve drawn up design guidelines and zoning for small lot
development (something that was an entirely new concept 20 years ago) and we
have brought in Development Permit areas for Interface Fire Hazard and environ-
mental protection which have helped shape how  the community has grown. Along
the way we have also been recognized for our Trail Master Plan and our Affordable
Housing program.”

“Of course, none of this would have been possible without amazing co-
workers being led by an outstanding Mayor and City Council.  I feel truly honoured
and blessed to have been able to be a part of this.”

Trina Cruikshank: Trina says she left a 10-year Planning position at the
District of Kitimat specifically and purposefully to go on an adventure with a new
Municipality, the then "District" of Langford. That was February 1, 1994. Trina

says she has spent the majority of her 24 years with the
City's Planning Department. She fondly remembers that
when she arrived, Langford was a bedroom community
with small 'mom and pop' operations scattered throughout
town with little infrastructure and few amenities. She quickly
realized the goal to create a community where the citi-
zens could live, play, and work. She marvels at the
changes she has witnessed first hand, from a thriving com-
mercial sector to a growing host of recreation complexes
and trails, not to mention the countless subdivisions and
multi-family residential buildings.

Trina feels a strong connection to the City of Langford
and to the co-workers whom she considers her good
friends. “In fact, that list includes many of the residents
and developers who frequently visit City Hall,” she told
West Shore Voice News. Trina says it’s true to her nature
that she has also fondly observed the "prettification" of
Langford with the addition of landscaping and amenities
along the major roadways, particularly the cherry trees,
plantings, and burgundy benches along Veterans Memo-
rial Parkway and Goldstream Avenue.

Trina adds that she has a full timeline of develop-
ment firmly implanted in her memory and is proud that her
initials "TLC" can be found throughout the City's records
system.

WSV
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Sooke: trees down, commercial enterprise coming
by Mary P Brooke, West Shore Voice News |     THIS NEWS FIRST POSTED ONLINE at www.westshorevoicenews.com DECEMBER 19, 2017

www.sookeoptometrists.ca

Providing comprehensive eye health
and optical services  in Sooke and the

west shore for over 25 years.

*denotes optemetric corporation

#5-6726  West Coast Rd
in Sooke

Phone: 250-642-4311
OPEN MON-Sat (open late on Thurs)

www.sookeoptometrists.com

#1 05-8 14 Gold stre am A ve
in Langford

Phone: 250-474-4567

www.langfordoptometrists.com

Dr. Joslin*,
Dr. Morin* &
Associates:
Doctors of
Optometry

Ask a Doctor
of Optometry

on Facebook

Closed Dec 23-26 & Dec 29-Jan 1
for the holiday season

Clear cut... for coffee & gas
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Canada Women’s
Sevens returns to
Langford in May 2018

Returning to Langford for a fourth year, 12 of
the world’s top women’s rugby sevens will play at
Westhills Stadium May 12-13, 2018. The HSBC
Canada Women’s Sevens two-day tournament will be
the fourth stop in a five-stop world tour as part of the
HSBC World Rugby Women’s Sevens Series.

Sevens rugby is a fast-paced and shorter ver-
sion of traditional rugby with only seven players per
side. A huge international audience has been built
through the success of the HSBC World Rugby Wom-
en’s Sevens Series, attracting large audiences around
the world. The 2018 HSBC World Rugby Women’s
Sevens Series kicked off in Dubai on November 30.
Tour info: www.worldrugby.org/sevens-series/series-info

Tickets to the 2018 HSBC Canada Women’s
Sevens went on sale December 5 for early birds, and
to the general public starting December 7. Tickets
range from $42 for two-day General Admission group
tournament passes, to $89 for two days of Premium
Reserved seating. Single day ticket prices and on-
sale dates wil l  be released in March 2018.
www.canadasevens.com

Still undergoing some interior finishing but already in use by athletes for some
training, the Al Charron Rugby Canada National Training Centre training centre at
3019 Glen Lake Road is set for completion well ahead of the 2018 Women’s Rugby
Sevens. The official opening of the top-class training facility will be hosted by the City
of Langford later in January or early February 2018.

Rugby Canada training centre gearing up for
grand opening in the new year

The changing face of Langford’s core area

Most everyone has heard the important real estate mantra
“location, location, location”. Right now there’s a retail space for lease
at 103-2455 Millstream Road near the busy Millstream Village shop-
ping mall on Millstream, next to McDonald’s. Access is essentially
from the McCallum and Millstream intersection which is heavily trav-
elled to major retail nearby (e.g. Home Depot, CostCo, Staples) and
the Bear Mountain Resort community beyond.

Zoned C3 (District Commercial), it might just be one of those
locations that you have to want to deliberately get to (as oppose to
stumble upon). While it’s near the TransCanada Hwy, it’s adjacent to
the off-ramp, with drivers concentrating on traffic merging, not off-to-
the-side retail. It’s the sort of location for a non-impulse service like a
hair salon or health-related service. It’s presently occupied by an ac-
counting firm, says Ross Marshall, VP Brokerage, CBRE Limited.
www.cbrevictoria.com

All about
location

     Property owned
by Our Lady of the
Rosary Church on
Goldstream Ave in
Langford town centre

Commercial
spaces in
LangfordWest Shore

Voice News

WestShoreVoiceNews
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Regular commuters often feel they have 'arrived' back in Sooke
when heading westbound home they see that proud stand of tall
old evergreens alongside Sooke Road just east of Edward Milne

Community School. So it kinda took one’s breath away to see the
clearcutting this week. For future land development.

For years, teens and others in the community have been vocal
about wanting a Tim Hortons in Sooke. It's always been a matter
of economics to bring a large franchise operation to a small town.

Jobs will be available for general clearing and
construction trades. For the T’Sou-ke membership, about six to 10 part/full time jobs will be
available with the PetroCan station and convenience store, and about 20 to 25 PT/FT jobs

at Tim Hortons. A job fair will be held in Sept 2018.

Construction of the T'Sou-ke Nation
Phase 1 Commercial Development

Project will start in May 2018.

A Tim Hortons coffee shop and a PetroCan fuel station is coming to
the land there on Edward Milne Road as owned by T’Sou-ke Nation. That

could significantly impact the livelihood of little coffee shops in Sooke
town centre, as well as the two small gas stations in town centre.
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will see development soon, with por-
tions of land eventually available  for
commercial/residential develop-
ment. The city’s Planning commit-
tee’s zoning amendment recom-
mendation from Nov 14 was passed
by Langford Council on Dec 4. One
of the retail neighbours is Cloth Cas-
tle whose owner Sylvia Ratcliffe
hopes that parking and access to
her store will not be impeded during
construction. She addressed the
planning committee about those
concerns.
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The 700-block of Goldstream Ave will
see a major development.
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News on Facebook at
WestShoreVoiceNews

To be featured in this
section cal l 250-217-5821

editor@westshorevoicenews.com
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Get the weekly West Shore Voice Direct Link!  Only$27.95+GST for a whole year! ~ Send your subscription request: news@westshorevoicenews.com
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Proposed hunting, trapping,
motor vehicle restriction and firearms
restriction regulation changes for 2018
to 2020 are now online and available
for public review and feedback.

A complete list and description
of the regulation change proposals is
online at: http://apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/
pub/ahte/

Public comment can be submit-
ted up to January 19, 2018.
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for the WSV Dec 29th New Year’s Eve Issue West Shore Voice News

Event postings: PRIORITY TO ADVERTISERS

WHAT’S GOING ON

@VancIslandVOICE WestShoreVoiceNews@SookeVoiceLOCAL@WestShoreVOICE

Season’s Greetings from

Alistair MacGregor, MP

Christmas Eve brunch. Sun Dec 24. Evedar’s Bis-
tro, 2829 Peatt Rd. 10am-2pm.  www.evedarsbistro.com

Christmas Eve $2 Skate. Sun Dec 24. SEAPARC
Leisure Complex, Sooke. 11:15am-1pm.  www.seaparc.ca

Christmas Eve $2 Skate. Sun Dec 24. Juan de
Fuca Arena, 1767 Island Hwy, Colwood.
12-1:30 pm.  www.westshorerecreation.ca

250-642-2226
In Sooke at
6716 West

Coast Rd

Regular Hours
Mon to Thurs: 8am-8pm
Fridays: 8am-6pm
Saturdays: 9am-6pm
Sundays/Holidays: 10am-5pm

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Fri Dec 22: 8am - 7pm

Sat Dec 23: 9am - 6pm
Sun Dec 24: 9am - 5pm

Closed on Dec 25,
Dec 26 & Jan 1

See our selection of giftware, outdoor
wear, fashion items and holiday treats

Phone:

Dear Friends,
 I’d like to take this opportunity

to wish you, your friends, and your
family a joyous and safe holiday sea-
son and a happy New Year! I hope you
will be able to spend quality time with
loved ones, reflect on the year that
was, and look forward to the year ahead.

On that note, I want to ask for
your feedback. Please let me know how
I’ve been doing as your Member of Par-
liament over the past year, and tell me
which issues I should focus on in the
coming year. Are there causes that are
of concern to you that the government
has not been paying enough attention
to or are there certain people in our
society that haven’t been receiving the
help they need?

There are a number of issues
near to my heart that I’ve been cham-
pioning in Parliament and will continue

SD62 Last day of classes Fri Dec 22.  (Win-
ter Break: Sat Dec 23 through to and including
Sun Jan 7). www.sd62.bc.ca

BC Ferries additional (early morning & late
night) sailings. Dec 23 to 27 on Tsawwassen-
Swartz Bay route at 6 am, 10 pm &
midnight. UPDATES:  www.bcferries.com

 Alpine garbage pickup, Langford. Sat Dec
23 (in lieu of regular pickup that falls on Mon Dec
25). 250-474-5145. www.alpinegroup.ca

 Winter Wonderland Swim at SEAPARC,
Sooke. Sat Dec 23. 1- 3:30 pm. www.seaparc.ca

Coast Collective Art Centre. Gifts &
Wishes. (Nov 15) to Dec 23. 10th annual holiday
exhibition/sale. 11am-5pm. 103-318 Wale Rd,
Colwood.  www.coastcollective.ca

sookeharbourelectric@shaw.ca

118-2806 Jacklin Rd at Goldstream Ave
Open Mon to Sat | 250-474-3902

No ordering
No waiting
No guessing

All 50
Shades

in Stock

SeneGence Independent Distributor. Marilyn 465603
located in L.A.Hairazors Beauty Salon

+ Skin care product line

Xmas Eve retail open [Sooke]
Sun Dec 24: Mom’s Cafe open to 3pm.
Pharmasave to 5pm. B&K Jewelry &
Gifts to 5:30pm. Serious Coffee open
to 5:30pm. Shoppers Drug Mart to 8pm.

New to Sooke?
New mom?
Bride to be? Call Judy

250-642-2268

Happy snowpeople in the Sooke Optometry window

Always the cutest window displays! Set up afresh for every season and
festivity, the two front windows at the Sooke Optometry office at 5-6726 West
Coast Road are the ongoing creative hobby of the always cheerful Mel Dubé,
licenced optician.

The office will be open during the winter break as follows: Wed Dec 27 (8:30
to 5), Thurs Dec 28 (8:30 am to 7 pm), and Tues Jan 2 (8:30 to 5pm). On these
days the optometry office will be closed: Dec 23-26, Dec 29-Jan 1.

Xmas lights in Westhills
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Happy Santa at Colwood City Hall
Santa was on

display for about 1,000
people who came out to
enjoy the displays, car-
olling, hot food, crafts,
and other festivities at
the City of Colwood’s
lightup on December 6.

Colwood did ex-
tensive public engage-
ment this year as part
of developing their new
Official Community
Plan. W
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Merry Christmas to all!
From here in the west shore.
West Shore Voice News

www.westshorevoicenews.com

Langford, BC

A Perfect X-mas Gift!

www. lesookespa.com

Open 7 days!
250-642-7995

For all gift cards $100+
receive a discount & spa gift!

LE SOOKE SPA

to push going forward, such as the need
for increased protection for our fragile en-
vironment, strong action to combat cli-
mate change, increasing pension support
for seniors so they can enjoy quality re-
tirement, help and support for veterans and
their families, universal prescription drug
coverage, and affordable childcare.

Please let me know what your
priorities are. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please reach out
to my office at 1-866-609-9998.

Sincerely,
Alistair MacGregor, MP

Cowichan-Malahat-Langford

A postcard moment by West Shore Voice News

WSV

WSV

WSV

New 2018-2020 hunting
regulations in BC

WSV

Got an opinion on code?
Feedback on proposed

technical changes to the next edi-
tion of BC's building, plumbing and
fire codes can be submitted online
up to February 28, 2018 at this BC
government link:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/
industry/construction-industry/build-
ing-codes-standards/the-codes/pub-
lic-review WSV

Wishing
everyone a
Happy & safe
Christmas
weekend!

www.prepareyourself.ca

Juan de Fuca
Emergency Program

@jdfemerg

Xmas Eve retail open [West Shore]: Pilgrim Cof-
fee House to 3pm. Serious Coffee View Royal to 5pm.
Shoppers Drug Mart Westshore Town Centre to midnight.

Westhills Show Home . Closed Dec 24-26 .
www.westhillsbc.com

Merry Christmas!
Christmas Day. Mon Dec 25. Coffee shops

open: Serious Coffee View Royal, 1703 Island
Hwy (9-3); Starbucks, 2972 Jacklin Rd (11-4);
McDonald’s Sooke. Shoppers Drug Mart open:
Sooke 9-5, Westshore 9-6.

Boxing Day. Tues Dec 26. Most retail open.
Sooke Saltwater Series Boxing Day Derby. Tues

Dec 26. $40/ per rod.   www.sookesaltwaterseries.ca
Sooke Optometry open Dec 27 & 28, 6726 West

Coast Rd.  www.sookeoptometrists.com
Ad Deadline Wed  Dec 27- 5pm for Dec 29th Year

End Issue of West Shore Voice. Call 250-217-5821
Langford-Juan de Fuca constituency office, 122-

2806 Jacklin Rd. Re-opens Tues Jan 2 after Xmas break.
SD62 - Back to Classes Mon Jan 8 after Winter

Break . ECOW meeting Tues Jan 9 at Willway Elementary,
7pm. Non-instructional day Mon Jan 15. www.sd62.bc.ca

City of Langford Regular Council Meeting. Mon
Jan 8. 5:30 pm. www.langford.ca

City of Colwood Regular Council Meeting. Mon Jan
8. 7 pm. www.colwood.ca

Jan 2018: SD62 will be
accepting feedback on

their strategic plan.

Who is your favourite newsmaker of
2017? For publication Dec 29, tell us at

 news@westshorevoicenews.com
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Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays to all of our readers!
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